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MINUTES of the ANNUAL MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL hetd on 13th t{ay 2025 at RomseyTown
Hatt.

Attendance:
Present:
CouncittorJ. Burnage
Councittor M. Cooper
Councittor S. Gidtey
CouncittorJ. Parker
CouncitLorJ. Ray

Councittor S. Witkinson
Councittor C. Burgess
CouncittorJ. Urquhart
Councittor C. Birkett
Counciltor R. Kohti

Councittor l. Cuttey
Councittor R. Theron

Absent:
Councittor A. Goddard (Apotogies)
Cttr N. Gwynne (Apotogies)
Cttr J. Critchtey (Apotogies)

Atso in Attendance:
Heten Ktaassen - Chief Officer
lnvited Guests

Councillors entered and were seated, followed by the Mayoral Party; Senior Macebearer, Chiet Officer, Mayor
Elect, Mayor and lunior Macebearer.

Mayor, GtLr John Parker, opened the meeting.

TCO64 PRAYERS
Led by Revd Satty Womerstey.

TCO65 WELCOME
The Town Mayor, Cttr. John Parker wetcomed the assembty.

TCO66 APOLOGIES
Apotogies were received from Cttr Critchtey, Cttr Gwynne and Cttr Goddard

TCO67 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
None.

TCO68 MACE BEARERS - THANK YOU
Thanks were given to new Senior Macebearer lan Richards and Junior Macebearer Joe Biondani, and to
Bertie Green the previous Macebearer, who had stepped down hatfway through the year.

TCO69 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND TOWN MAYOR
C[lr. Sandra Gidtey PROPOSED and Cttr. Cotin Burgess SECONDED and it was RESOLVED that Cttr
RussettTheron be etected as Chairman of the Council and Town Mayor for the ensuing year untit the next
Annuat Meeting.

The OutgoingTown Mayor, the lncomingfown Mayor and the Chief Officer, togetherwith the Senior and Junior
Mace Bearers retired from the Council Chamber for the lncoming Town Mayor to robe.
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TCOTO DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
On return of the MayoraI Party, Cttr Theron made and signed the Dectaration of Acceptance of Office and
was invested with the Badge and Chain of Office by the Outgoing Town Mayor Cttr John Parker.

TCO71 ELECTION OFVICE.CHAIRMAN AND DEPUWTOWN MAYOR
Ctlr. John Critchtey PROPOSED and Cttr. John Parker SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED that Cttr Cotin
Burgess be etected as Vice-Chairman of the CounciI and Deputy Town Mayor for the ensuing year untiI the
next AnnuaI Meeting.

TCO72 DECLAMTION OFACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE
Cttr Burgess made and signed the Dectaration of Acceptance of Office and was invested with the Badge of
Office.

TCO73 THE TOWN MAYOR TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL
The Mayor addressed the Councit and those assembted detaiting his objectives for the coming year. The
Mayor invested the Town Mayor's Consort, with the chain.

TCO74 VOTE OF THANKS TO THE RETIRING TOWN MAYOR
Cllr. Mark Gooper PROPOSED and Cttr Russell Theron SECONDED giving a vote of thanks for the past
Town Mayor's term of office.

TCO75 THE RETIRINGTOWN MAYORTO REPLY
Cttr John Parker responded giving thanks for the support he had received throughout his Mayoral. year.

TCO76 PAST MAYOR'S BADGE
Cttr Theron presented Cttr Parker with the Past Mayor's Badge

TCO77 VOTE OFTHANKS FORTHE RETIRING TOWN MAYOR'S ESCORT
Gtlr Janet Burnage PROPOSED and Gltr John Ray SECONDED giving a vote of thanks forthe support given
by the Mayoress, Mrs Tessa Parker. Mrs Parker was presented with a bouquet of ftowers.

TCO78 MAYORAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
None.

TCO79 COUNCIL ADJOURNMENT
Cttr Parker PROPOSED and Cttr Burgess SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED, that the meeting be
adjourned untit Tuesday20th May 2O24in The Councit Chamber of the Town Hatl. at 7.30p.m.

The Town Mayor exptained the arrangements for the remainder of the evening.
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Minutes of Reconvened Annuat Town Gouncit Meeting, held on 20th May 2025 at 7.30pm in the Councit
Ghamber, Romsey Town Hatl.

The Mayor opened the meeting.

TCOsO APOLOGIES
Apotogies were received from Cttr Birkett and Cttr Goddard.

TCO81 DECLAMTIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
None.

TCO82 COMMITTEE TERMS OF REFERENCE
To review the Terms of Reference for:
a. Buitdings and Community Committee

It was agreed to add a statement regarding monitoring of the pubLic reatm.
Cttr Gwynne PROPOSED and Ctl,r Critchl,ey SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED to approve the Terms of
Reference forthe Buitdings and Community Committee.

b. Finance and Resources Gommittee
Cttr Burnage PROPOSED and Cttr Wil,kinson SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED to approve the Terms of
Reference for the Finance and Resources Committee.

c. Ptanning Committee
It was agreed to remove point'd'.
Cttr Ray PROPOSED and Cttr Parker SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED to approve the Terms of Reference
for the Ptanning Committee.

TCO83 MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES
The committees were reviewed. Cttr Critchtey joined B&C but teft F&R. Noted for the Neighbourhood ptan
were Cttr Critchtey, Cttr Cooper, Cttr Burgess, Cttr Parker and Ctl.r Witkinson.
Cttr Parker PROPOSED and Cttr Critchtey SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED to approve the Committee
Memberships.

TCO84 MEMBERSHIP OF OTHER BODIES
Ctl,r KohLi dectared an interest for the Chamber of Commerce appointment, as an existing member of the
CoC. Cttr Burgess was appointed as representative to the CoC.
Cttr Kohti PROPOSED and Cttr Critchl,eySECONDED, and itwas RESOLVED to approve the Membership of
other bodies.

TCO85 FINANCIAL MATTERS
a. Approvat of Bank Signatories.

i. ccLA
- Chief Officer
- Cl,tr Parker
- Cl.tr Gwynne
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ii. Lloyds
Chief Officer
CLtr Gwynne
Cttr Burnage
Cttr Cooper

iii. TSB - Mayor's Account and Treasurers Account
Mayor's Account: Treasurer's Account:

- Cttr Cooper - Chief Officer
- Chief Officer - Events Manager
- Civic Administrator

Cttr Kohti PROPOSED and Cttr Burnage SECONDED, and itwas RESOLVED to approve the Bank signatories
tist.
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TCO86 GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE
Ctl.r Parker PROPOSED and Cttr Gwynne SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED that the Councit and Cterk
stit[ met the requirements and woutd continue to use the Generat Power of Competence.

TCO87 POLICYAND PROCEDURE REVIEW
a. Standing Orders

Amendment: to remove 'Standing Committee'from item 4, vii.
Cttr Burnage PROPOSED and Cl,tr Grarynne SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED to adopt the Standing Orders
subject to the amendment.

b. Detegation Scheme
Cl,tr Ray PROPOSED and Cttr Gidtey SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED to approve the Detegation Scheme.

c. Data Protection Poticy
Cl.tr Burnage PROPOSED and Cttr Critchtey SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED to approve the Data
Protection Poticy.

d. Document Retention Scheme
Ctl,r Khoti PROPOSED and CttrWitkinson SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED to approve the Document
Retention Scheme.

e. Publication Scheme
Cttr Critchtey PROPOSED and Cttr Cooper SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED to approve the Publ.ication
Scheme.

TCO88 MINUTES
(a) To receive and approve as a true and accurate record the Minutes of the Futt Councit

Meeting held on 11th March 2025.
Ctl.r Gidtey noted that it was Southampton University not South London. CO to change. Action GO.
Cttr Parker PROPOSED and Ctl.rWitkinson SECONDED, and itwas RESOLVED to acceptthe Minutes as a true
and accurate record.

(b) Matters Arising from those minutes.
- The Bus Station Options Paper woutd be out in Juty.
- The Minister had refused an extension to the options proposats for the county.
- There was no response to the bridge issue.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
None.

TCO89 COUNCILLOR REPORTS
To receive verbaI reports from Borough and County Councittors regarding matters of interest to Romsey Town
CounciLtors, fottowed by:

a) Questions for County, Borough and Town Councittors
b) Any other matters Councittors might tike to raise.

Cl,tr Gwynne report that a cross-party group of TV Borough Councittors had been formed to took at potentiaL
asset transfers as part of Devotution and LGR.

Cttr Cooper noted that the Annual Meeting of Hampshire County Councit woutd be on Thursday 29th and that
he woutd tikety be proposed as Chairman of HCC.

CLtr Burnage noted that within the conservation zone there was house that had painted its door yettow.
Discussion took ptace regarding other yettow doors past and present, and C[tr Gidtey woutd took into the
matter to see if there were any issues with ptanning. Action Ctlr Gidtey.

Cttr Witkinson reported that he had attended a meeting of the Barttett Atmshouses and that among matters to
note was that improvements had been made to the financial arrangements; the security tights had been
upgraded, some minor issues had been addressed, and some larger ones were being tooked into such as
kitchen refits. Good news was that etectricity and gas costs had dropped.
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Cttr Cutl.ey reported that the canat path watk was disintegrating and that getting it repaired was causing some
issues as it had been incorrectty designated as a rurat path when in fact it was an emergency access route and
HCC woutd not assist with repairs. Cttr Cooper woutd pursue the matter and asked Cttr Cuttey to email the
detaits to him. Action Gttr Cutley/Gttr Gooper.

Cttr Parker reported that the WBC Business Awards were open and encouraged smal.l. businesses in Romsey
to appty and that the food waste caddies had arrived with the Borough Councit and would ne given out to
residents starting August. The service woutd go tive on 13th October. WBC woutd be promoting the service
through the usuaI channets.
Cttr Parker atso attended the Chamber of Commerce and lndustry's Brew and Business event, in the absence
of the B,E,T Manager he gave an update on RTC and town matters.

It was noted that the benches by the Former Magistrates Court were covered in bird poo and unusabte. TVBU

had agreed to clean them once a week, buttheywoutd benefitfrom being moved. The matterwoutd be referred
to B&C. Action CO.

TCOgO MINUTES OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS
To receive and note the minutes of:

i. Ptanning Committee meetings hetd on 13th March, 3'd Aprit, and 24th Aprit(draft)
It was noted that the April minutes had not been received at TVBC. The CO was asked to check and atso to
request that the Ptanning committee chair be copied into the emaits to TVBC. Action co.

ii. Buitdings and Community Committee meeting hetd on 15th Aprit(draft)
iii. Finance & Resources Committee meetings hetd on 22"d Aprit(draft).
iv. The Attotment Committees:

i. Southampton Road
ii. Kings Chase

Cttr Parker PROPOSED and Cttr Witkinson SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the
committee meetings.

TCO91 FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION MATTERS
i. To receive and approve the payments tists for March and Aprit 2025

Cl,tr Parker PROPOSED and Cttr Witkinson SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED to approve the Payment Lists.
ii. To receive and approve the bank reconcitiation for March and Aprit 2025.

Cttr Critchtey PROPOSED and Cttr Burnage SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED to approve the Bank
Reconcitiations.

iii. To note items approved by F&R Committee:
a. SID Purchase - totat cost [4749.99, from ClL.
b. Street Greening ptanters - totaI cost t3326, from reserves.
c. Winterbourne Road Ptanting Scheme - total cost t1400, from reserves
d. Recruitment of new attendants - to start the recruitment process for new TH attendants.

Cl,tr Wil,kinson PROPOSED and Cttr Gwynne SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED to endorse the items
approved by the F&R Committee.

TCO92 MAYOR'S CHARIWTRUST
Cttr Theron expressed that he was giving the Community Chest a rebrand and rename to Community Trust
and woutd tike to staft a charity to support it. The matter was discussed and it was AGREED to refer it to F&R

to review the matter futty and make a decision. The Mayor and CO were asked to provide futt information
regarding howthe trust/charitywoutd work and the benefits of doing it this way. ACTION RT/CO.

TCO93 TOWN CENTRE HIGHWAY ISSUES
Cttr Burgess PROPOSED and Cttr Critchtey SECONDED and it was RESOLVED, that the Chief Officer
requests, through the Portfotio hotderfor Hampshire County Councit Highways, that HCC urgentty
undertakes at[ necessary remedial work to the Town Centre pavements and highways. Their objective must
be to drasticatty reduce the risk of further injuries being sustained by pedestrians tripping and fal.ting because
of badty damaged and negtected surfaces. Church, Portersbridge and Latimer Streets atong with The

Hundred are of particutar concern.
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Cttr Cooper supported the motion, and it was agreed that some of the issues came from improper repairs
fottowing works. Action: GO.

TCO94 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN AREA
To confirm:

v. The Neighbourhood Plan Area as agreed at the B&G Committee meeting on 1Sth April,
Cttr Parker PROPOSED and Cttr Critchtey SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED that the Neighbourhood ptan
area woutd be the entire Romsey Civil. Parish.

vi. The Terms of Reference forthe Steering Group.
The membership was discussed with emphasis ptaced on the fact that the group shoutd be as diverse as
possibte and that input shoutd be sought from atl parts of Romsey's community.
Cl.tr Critchtey PROPOSED and Cttr Parker SECONDED, and it was RESOLVED to approve the Terms of
Reference forthe NHP Steering Group.

TCO95 MAYORAL ANOUNCEMENTS
Cl.tr Theron spoke about One Romsey, noting that there were ptenty of opportunities for councittors to
volunteerto hel.p out.
Mayor's Picnic; CttrTheron wanted to improve attendance, therefore a rota of councittors woutd be set up for
the day, giving everyone an opportunity to be present at the Mayor's/Town Councit stand.

TCO96 CORRESPONDENCE
Cttr Parker raised that the PO woutd be ctosing, no later than September, with a ptan to transfer to a
franchisee. The Sorting Office woutd remain as that was a Royal Mait owned buitding.
The CO was asked to write to the Post Office CEO asking for ctarity and expressing the TC's dispteasure at
losing vatuabte services and to guarantee favourabte terms for those being made redundant or TUPE'd.
Action CO.

There being no further business the Mayor ctosed the meeting.

The meeting concluded at 9.04pm.

Signed

Date:
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