Notes of meeting of the Test Valley Bicycle User Group

 Crosfield Hall, Romsey at 3.00pm on 18th April 2013
Present: 
Eleanor Wilde
Cyclist


Jim Probert

Cycling Solutions CTC


Russ Harvey

Community Development Worker Romsey



Angela Rackham
FOE


Anthony Armitage
Ordnance survey



Anni Dawes

Rideride cycle workshop


Hannah Chivers
Active Travel Officer Sustrans


Chris Bailey

The Bike Centre Romsey



Janet Coppeland
Romsey resident



Lindsi Bluemel
CTC 



John Heath 

CTC 



Mike Bunce 

CTC



Ray Alborough
TVBC



Vivien Messenger
TVBC
Apologies:
Sarah Walker
Cycling Development Officer North Hampshire


Sharon Goodridge
Community Development Worker Andover


Mayur Patel 

TVBC



Dale Bostock

Southampton City Council


Dilys Gartside
CTC



Eric Reed

Eastleigh Borough Council



Margaret Hayward
Cyclist



John Sorrell

HCC



Nick Farthing

Sustrans

	
	
	Action

	1
	Welcome and introductions

VM welcomed those attending and gave apologies from those unable to attend.  

	

	2
	Minutes of previous meeting

.
The minutes of the previous meeting have been posted on the Test Valley website. 


	

	3

	Progress report on cycle routes and cycling promotion
Cycle routes

· A new link by Fullerton has been provided enabling access to quieter lanes leading to Goodworth Clatford from the Test Way, without crossing the busy A3057 on the narrow bridge.

· A portrait bench is to be provided as part of the off road link at Stockbridge which is a connect 2 scheme.  The Parish Council are working with Sustrans to agree characters for implementation later this year.
· Improved cycle parking has been provided at Romsey railway station.

· Shared cycle pedestrian links have been provided within the Abbotswood development as it is being developed.  There will be a circular route around the perimeter and links across the site through the open space.   Improved cycle and pedestrian routes to the school are under consideration with a new access to the western end of the school playground.  Parents and children will be encouraged to use healthier active travel such as walking and cycling rather than driving. Community Worker Russ Harvey has been appointed and part of his role is to encourage this.

AR concerned that chicanes are proposed on Woodley Lane and would prefer a 20mph limit without chicanes and a formal crossing point with raised platform and gentle ramp at either end.  Others agreed that chicanes can cause problems for cyclists where road widths are reduced.  VM said the features on the road influence car speeds and vehicle numbers and where traffic speeds and volumes are low it tends to be safer for cyclists. 
JC very concerned about safety of pedestrians if footpaths on Woodley estate become shared use.  There was some discussion on which routes were suitable for shared use.  
Would like a cycle link between Abbotswood and NCN 246. (developer providing a route to Cupernham Lane)
· There are cycle routes being provided in new development in Andover at East Anton and Picket Twenty with improved links to the town centre.
· Between Knatchbull Close and Botley Road the path is narrow and the bridge height  too low to identify it as an official cycle route, but the path is not next to a highway so the prohibition signs will be replaced by signs to advise cyclists to dismount and direction signs with pedestrian symbols.
Proposed Redbridge lane housing and routes in Nursling

· Detailed plans for part of the site have been received showing cycle routes within the site and we will be seeking a link to shops at Nursling and potentially the school. 
· Improvements over Brownhill Way and M271 roundabout will be implemented prior to occupation of Lidl or 2nd occupation of Adanac site.

MB would like a cycle route along Redbridge Lane and stated cyclists prefer to stay on road.  RA said cyclists will be considered in re-design of the junction and SCC have been asked to extend the cycle route from Oasis Academy.
MB considers there is a need for crossing of the roundabout at junction 3 of the M271 linking to Brownhill Road.  Future improvements for cyclists on the roundabout are planned in relation to proposed new development in the area.
Cycle promotion

TVBC are working with various people to promote cycling:
· Russ Harvey is promoting sustainable travel in the new community at Abbotswood.  RH said he is arranging a cycle event and a walk to school day on the estate. Sharon Goodridge is doing similar work at East Anton in Andover and Claire Robinson is starting next week (Monday, Tuesday and Thursday) at Picket Twenty, in Andover.

· Sarah Walker has been appointed as cycling development Officer (from LSTF funding) for northern part of Hampshire including Andover.  She has arranged and is planning a range of events to promote cycling eg. adult cycle training, school family bike ride, Dr Bike sessions at railway station, back to cycling leisure rides, Dads and kids maintenance lessons, bike maintenance session in park, workplace cycle challenge with employers, community cycle event.

· Hannah Chivers has been appointed in the role of promoting active travel in south Hampshire, including southern Test Valley, working with Community groups. Events have been organised and one to one cycle training is available for £5.
· TVBC will be putting some cycle routes onto website for Bikeweek for people wishing to arrange their own cycle trips to mark the occasion.  No large organized event at this time because others are already doing this.  

	VM
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	Romsey Town Centre enhancement
· TVBC working with HCC have identified some funding to improve accessibility and enhance Romsey Town centre.  The aim is to improve access for all users including enhancing the experience for pedestrians, making provision for cyclists and less emphasis and priority on vehicular movements. Although the latter will be catered for and will retain access for vehicles needing to access the area, deliveries, short term parking and disabled drivers in particular.  

· Within limited space so would be no separate provision for cyclists on or off road but measures will limit traffic, reduce speeds and thus make it more cycle friendly.  Will be a need to take account of pedestrians requirements , including those with disabilities.  Would like to provide cycle parking in appropriate places so indication of areas where consider cycle parking could be appropriate, types of stands (Sheffield) and any general comments welcome – opportunity to comment once scheme is drawn up.

	

	5
	Review of cycle Strategy and Network
· It is four years since last one was adopted.  Not all routes have been implemented but some have and it is due to be updated later this year.  Already have a list of suggestions from previous meetings – limits on funding have meant not all can be delivered.  Further suggestions would be welcome.
· Proposals for Forest Park within the Core Strategy if adopted would be a means of securing some of the leisure routes within the Chilworth area.


	

	6
	Update of walking and cycle plans

· Now have funding for Andover maps – draft available for view – has to follow format of other towns within the group 

· Maps for rest of Borough will follow when funding available and will follow the same format.
Was suggested that the Eastleigh Cycle Map provided a good example but the new Southampton Map is less clear.  Road names should be provided.
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	Any other business
Suggestions from some members of group for cycle improvements:
· Cyclists unfamiliar with Romsey are unsure of the one way system.  Need better signage and some contraflow for cyclists could help.  Improved cycle parking by bus station needed, cycle route on Broadwater Road and off road route along bypass would assist.

· Route required linking up Pauncefoot Hill towards Wellow and Paultons Park
· Provision of a link from the BUG minutes to the cycle strategy and maps would be useful on the website

· Would like a route behind the playing fields in North Baddesley to avoid the crossroads.

· Improve junction of Highwood Lane and Botley Road where cycles and cars can clash.

· Provide cycle route through Tadburn Meadows
· Improve route for cyclists towards Crampmoor and Straight Mile especially outside restaurant, and links to side roads.  Jermyns Lane junction also needs improving with links to Braishfield woods.
· Removal of the stile on route linking Mill Lane to Testwood Lakes would assist cyclists and walkers.
· Encourage more cyclists to wear high Viz clothing.

· Cars and lorries should be fitted with sensors to indicate the presence of cyclists

· Cycle paths need to be maintained once they are provided. 

· Red strip in road for turning at Castle Lane is very worn and needs to be repainted for safety.  Rough surfacing wearing off at Peking restaurant near Woodley and needs repairing.
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	Date of next meeting

The next northern BUG meeting will be held in conference room 2 in Beech Hurst, Weyhill Road, Andover at 6.00pm on Thursday 19th September 2013.

The next Southern BUG meeting will be held in Crosfield Hall in Romsey at 3.00pm on 3rd April 2014.
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