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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Barton Willmore Landscape Planning and Design (BWLPD) were commissioned in 

December 2017 by Gallagher Estates to undertake a landscape and visual appraisal of 

land at Bere Hill, (‘The Site)’located on the southern edge of Andover, in the county of 

Hampshire, in order to determine its suitability for residential development for up to 200 
dwellings (‘the Proposed Development’) and advise on landscape and visual 

considerations in order to successfully integrate the Proposed Development into the 

surrounding landscape.      

1.2 The landscape and visual appraisal assesses the potential of the Site to accommodate 

residential development, and identifies the opportunities and constraints associated with 

the Site and the surrounding area.  

1.3 The location of the Site has been identified on Figure 1: Site Context Plan.  

1.4 The objectives of this landscape and visual appraisal are: 

• To identify, evaluate and describe the current landscape character and quality of 

the site and its surroundings, and its context within the wider landscape, and also 

any notable landscape elements and features, and in relation to existing 
designations and policies;  

• To appraise the visibility of the Site and the nature and quality of existing views 

towards the Site, and to identify potential visual receptors;  

• To determine the sensitivity of the landscape and visual context of the Site and its 
surroundings to the type of development proposed; and the suitability of the Site 

to accommodate the potential development being considered; To identify the 

landscape and visual opportunities constraints to development to inform 
development proposals; 

• Make recommendations for a suitable landscape strategy which assists with 

absorbing the development within the landscape and providing a network of green 
infrastructure; and limit the likely effects upon landscape character and visual 

amenity that would arise as a result of the proposed development on the Site. 

1.5 This appraisal has been undertaken with regard to best practice guidelines within 

GLVIA31, with reference to shaping the design of development that may bring about 

                                                      

1 Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, 3rd Edition, Landscape Institute and IEMA, 2013  
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change in the landscape and in visual amenity, and to identifying the potential landscape 

and visual effects arising from proposed development. 

1.6 This appraisal was undertaken in January 2018.   

1.7 The following illustrative material supports the landscape and visual assessment: 

• Figure 1: Site Context Plan 

• Figure 2: Landscape Character Plan  

• Figure 3: Topographical Features Plan  

• Figure 4: Site Appraisal Plan 

• Figure 5: Visual Appraisal Plan 

• Figure 6: Landscape Opportunities and Constraints Plan  

• Site Context Photographs



Landscape and Visual Appraisal Site Context And Site Appraisal 

28060/LP1/A5/PD/LT/slh Page 3 April 2018 

2.0 SITE CONTEXT AND SITE APPRAISAL 

2.1 Figure 1: Site Context Plan provides an overview of the location of the Site, located to 

the immediate south of the settlement of Andover, within Test Valley Borough and the 

County of Hampshire.  As illustrated on Figure 1, the Site is located on the southern edge 

of Andover, outwith but adjoining the settlement boundary of Andover.  The Site is   set 

between the A3093 and recent Picket Twenty development to the immediate east; 
Micheldever Road to the immediate south-west; and residential development and 

associated open space to the immediate north.  It is located 300m to the north of the 

A303, and junction of the A303 and the A3093, the latter of which provides access to the 

Site.    

2.2 The Study Area covers the settlement of Andover and extends to the Harewood Forest in 

the south east, the settlement of Upper Clatford in the south west, and the North Wessex 

Downs to the north-east. The A303 carriageway runs east-west through the central portion 

of the Study Area and links with several highways to provide access throughout the 
immediate area.       

The Surrounding Area  

2.3 The Study Area is strongly influenced by the settlement of Andover and the network of 

roads that cross the Study Area, particularly the A303 and the A3093 carriageways. The 

area comprises a mixture of residential and industrial land uses distributed within Andover 

and around, and includes the recent extension of Andover at Picket Twenty to the 

immediate east and south-east of the Site, and recent extension of Picket Piece to the 

north east, both within the Settlement Boundary of Andover; and Andover Down to the 

east, beyond the Settlement Boundary, as illustrated on Figure 1.  Further residential 
development is identified through Allocation Site Areas at Picket Piece, and to the east of 

Picket Twenty, extending to Andover Down.   

2.4 The large industrial area of Walworth Industrial Estate lies to the north of the Site and 

comprises large scale buildings of varying height, including the Twinings Tea Facility which 

is a distinctive building visible from many locations in and around Andover.  

2.5 The southern edge of Andover, in the immediate locality of the Site, comprises residential 

streets branching off London Road, with areas where local schools are present, such as 

The Markway School, Vigo Infant and Junior Schools, Norman Gate School, and Winton 
Secondary School. There are several areas of recreational space interspersed amongst the 

housing, including open space between the residential areas and Ladies Walk, Public Right 

of Way (PROW) 005/4/1, to the immediate north of the Site. 
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2.6 Further to the west lies the historic core of Andover which is a designated Conservation 

Area. The Site does not adjoin, nor is it intervisible with, the Conservation Area, being 

separated from the Conservation Area by the intervening residential area along 
Micheldever Road, London Road, and London Street.      

2.7 The North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty is located to the north of 

Andover, some 735m and 500m from the northern and eastern settlement boundary of 

Andover, respectively.           

2.8 To the south of Andover, beyond the A303, the landscape is more rural and open, with 

scattered farms and small settlements located amongst large scale agricultural fields. The 

large scale solar farm at Cowdown Farm has a strong influence over this part of the 

immediate study area, beyond which the landscape is largely formed by the large woodland 

area of the Harewood Forest. The linear settlement at Goodworth Clatford is one of several 
small villages that lie within this setting.       

Landscape Policy Context 

2.9 The relevant landscape policy context for the Site makes reference to: 

• The National Planning Policy Framework (March 2012), 

• The Test Valley Borough Revised Local Plan 2011 – 2029 (January 2016),   

• North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Management Plan 
2014-2019 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2012  

2.10 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published in March 2012. The NPPF 

promotes a presumption in favour of sustainable development, defined as “meeting the 
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their 

own needs”, and providing it is in accordance with the relevant up-to-date Local Plan, and 

policies set out in the NPPF including those identifying restrictions with regard to 

designated areas, such as National Parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

and Green Belt. 

2.11 Twelve Core Planning Principles are set out in paragraph 17, of which the following are 

relevant to landscape and visual matters, and state that planning should: 

• “no t  s im p ly  be abou t  scru t i ny , bu t  i ns tead be  a  c rea t i ve  
ex erc i se  in  f i nd ing  w ays  to  enhance  and  im prove  the  
p laces  in  w h ich  peop le l i v e the i r  l i ves ; 
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• a lw ays  seek  to  secure h igh  qua l i t y  des ign  and a  good  
s tandard  o f  am en i t y  for  a l l  ex i s t i ng  and fu tu re  
occupants  o f  land and  bu i ld ings; 

• tak e  account  o f  the  d i f feren t  ro l es  and  charac te r  o f  
d i f f eren t  a reas , prom ot ing  the  v i ta l i t y  o f  ou r  m a in  u rban  
a reas , p ro tec t ing  the  Green  Be l t s  a round  them , 
recogn is i ng  the i n t r i ns i c  charac ter  and  beau ty  o f  the  
coun t rys ide and suppor t i ng  th r i v i ng  ru ra l  com m un i t i es  
w i th in  i t ; 

• con t r ibu te  t o  conserv ing and enhanc ing  the na tu ra l  
env i ronm en t  and reduc ing po l lu t i on . A l loca t ions  o f  land  
for  deve lopm ent  shou ld  p refer  l and  of  l esser  
env i ronm en ta l  va lue, w here  cons i s t en t  w i th  o ther  
po l i c i es  in  th i s  Fram ew ork ; 

• conserve  her i tage  asse ts  in  a  m anner  appropr ia te  t o  
the i r  s i gn i f i cance, so  tha t  they  can  be  en joyed  fo r  the i r  
con t r ibu t i on  to  the  qua l i t y  o f  l i fe  o f  t h i s  and  fu tu re  
genera t i ons .”  

2.12 Paragraphs 56-68 focus on promoting good design of the built environment. Developments 

should have a strong sense of place, respond to local character and history, create safe 

and accessible environments and be visually attractive with appropriate landscaping. 

2.13 In relation to conserving and enhancing the natural environment, paragraph 109 notes 

that the planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural and local 
environment by protecting and enhancing valued landscapes. Paragraph 114 requires 

planning authorities to plan positively for the creation, protection, enhancement and 

management of networks of biodiversity and green infrastructure.  

The Test Valley Borough Revised Local Plan 2011 – 2029 (Adopted January 2016)  

2.14 The Revised Local Plan for the Test Valley forms the main part of the Development Plan 

for the Borough and sets out the policies and proposals which form the spatial strategy to 

guide development within the Borough between 2011 and 2029.  The Key Diagram for Test 

Valley Borough, as illustrated on Page 38, identifies the general strategy for growth at 
Andover, with housing proposed on the north-eastern and eastern edge of the settlement 

and with ‘Gaps’ identified to the north, between the settlement and the North Wessex 

Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, and to the west and south-west.   

2.15 The policies that are relevant to landscape character and visual amenity, and potential 

residential development, are set out below. 

2.16 Policy COM2: Settlement Hierarchy defines the settlement boundaries and countryside on 

the Proposals Map, and states that: 



Landscape and Visual Appraisal Site Context And Site Appraisal 

28060/LP1/A5/PD/LT/slh Page 6 April 2018 

 “Development outside the boundaries of settlements in the 
hierarchy (as identified on map 1 - 55) will only be permitted 
if:  

a) it is appropriate in the countryside as set out in 
Revised Local Plan policy COM8-COM14, LE10, LE16- 
LE18; or  

b) it is essential for the proposal to be located in the 
countryside” 

2.17 Figure 1: Site Context Plan identifies the Settlement Boundary for Andover.  Policy 
COM2 also identifies Andover as a Major Centre.  The Site falls outside the settlement 

boundary and within countryside, where it states that development would be restricted to: 

• “Rep lacem en t  dw el l ings  
• Re-use o f  bu i l d ings  
• Rura l  A f fo rdab le  Hous ing  s i t es  
• Com m un i ty - l ed  Deve lopm en t  
• Em ploym ent  s i t es  in  the  Coun t rys ide  
• Sm al l  bus iness  uses”  

2.18 Policy E1: High Quality Development in the Borough states that: 

 “Development will be permitted if it is of a high quality in 
terms of design and local distinctiveness. To achieve this 
development:  

a) should integrate, respect and complement the 
character of the area in which the development is 
located in terms of layout, appearance, scale, 
materials and building styles;  

b) should not detract from the dominance of, or interrupt 
important views of, key landmark buildings or 
features;  

c) should be laid out to provide connectivity between 
spaces and a positive relationship between public and 
private spaces; and  

d) makes efficient use of the land whilst respecting the 
character of the surrounding area and neighbouring 
uses. 

 Development will not be permitted if it is of poor design and 
fails to improve the character, function and quality of the 
area.” 

2.19 Policy E2: Protect, Conserve and Enhance the Landscape Character of the Borough states 

that: 
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 “To ensure the protection, conservation and enhancement of 
the landscape of the Borough development will be permitted 
provided that:  

a) it does not have a detrimental impact on the 
appearance of the immediate area and the landscape 
character of the area within which it is located;  

b) it is designed and located to ensure that the health 
and future retention of important landscape features is 
not likely to be prejudiced;  

c) the existing and proposed landscaping and landscape 
features enable it to positively integrate into the 
landscape character of the area;  

d) arrangements for the long term management and 
maintenance of any existing and proposed landscaping 
have been made; and  

e) it conserves the landscape and scenic beauty of the 
New Forest National Park or the North Wessex Downs 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty where applicable; 
and 

f) does not result in the loss of important local features 
such as trees, walls, hedges or water courses.” 

2.20 Policy E6: Green Infrastructure states that: 

 “Development will be permitted provided that:  

a) it protects, conserves and where possible, enhances 
the Borough’s Green Infrastructure network;  

b) it avoids the loss, fragmentation, severance or a 
negative impact on the function of the Green 
Infrastructure network;  

c) mitigation is provided where there would be an 
adverse impact on the Green Infrastructure network; 
and  

d) where it is necessary for development to take place on 
identified areas of Green Infrastructure an appropriate 
replacement is provided.” 

North Wessex Downs (Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) AONB Management Plan 2014-
2019 

2.21 The North Wessex Downs AONB is located to the north of Andover, some 735m and 500m 

from the northern and eastern settlement edge of Andover, respectively.  The Site is 
located on the southern edge of Andover, approximately 2.5km from the southern 

boundary of the North Wessex Downs AONB, with the substantial expanse of Andover 

located between the Site and the AONB.  The primary description of the North Wessex 

Downs AONB, as set out within the Management Plan 2014-2019 is: 
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 “Vast dramatic, undeveloped and distinct chalk downlands 
with nationally significant areas of semi-natural chalk 
grassland, contrasting with well-wooded plateaux, arable 
lands and intimate and secluded valleys, all rich in 
biodiversity and cultural heritage; a national landscape that 
stands apart from the increasing urban pressures that 
surround it; where people live, work and relax; and where 
visitors are welcomed and contribute to a vibrant rural 
economy.” 

2.22 The defined Special Qualities and Policies relate to: Landscape, Land Management, 

Biodiversity, Historic Environment, Natural Resources, Development, Communities, and 

Leisure Tourism.  

2.23 The North Wessex Downs AONB is the third largest AONB in the country, covering 1730 sq 

km, or 668 sq miles. It is sparsely populated, but it is acknowledged that “around the 
North Wessex Downs, there are the significant urban centres of Reading, Newbury, 
Basingstoke, Andover, Swindon and Didcot”. 

2.24 With regard to development the Management Plan states that: 

 “Despite the relatively low density of population, there are 
particular development pressures on the North Wessex 
Downs.  This is due in part to its location within the South 
East of England and its proximity to London.  There is a need 
to manage these pressures with sensitivity both within and 
in the setting of the area in order to maintain a balance in 
promoting economic and social viability whilst retaining the 
character of the North Wessex Downs.”   

2.25 It goes on to state that: 

 “A number of sizable and expanding towns lie just outside 
the North Wessex Downs…   

 “There are other proposals for growth outside but on the 
edge of the North Wessex Downs. These include at Wantage, 
Didcot, Andover and Devizes. The potential for harm on the 
setting of the area from large-scale urban extensions is 
substantial. Any new uses or development proposed outside 
but within the setting of the area should consider the North 
Wessex Downs AONB Position Statement on Setting. 
Proposals should include detailed measures to mitigate 
against harm on and into the area. Forms of mitigation may 
include strategic landscape buffers, restrictions on building 
heights, care over massing and scale, care over roofscape 
design, or avoidance of development in the most exposed 
locations.” 
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2.26 With regard to “Landscape”, one of the “Key Issues is identified as: 

 “The potential for development beyond the AONB boundary 
to visually damage or undermine the scale and critical 
qualities of landscape character areas.” 

North Wessex Downs AONB Position Statement – Setting (October 2012)  

2.27 The Position Statement on Setting published by the North Wessex Downs AONB provides 

guidance to be read as an extension to the NWD AONB Management Plan above; and is to 

be used a guide to development outside but within the setting of the AONB.  

2.28 The setting of the North Wessex Downs AONB is the surroundings outside the AONB but 

this extent is not fixed or defined. The Position Statement states that “development 
proposals that affect views into or out of the AONB need to be carefully assessed to ensure 
that they conserve and enhance the natural beauty and landscape character of the AONB”, 
and that “the further away a development is from the AONB boundary the more the impact 
is likely to be reduced”.   

2.29 The Position Statement identifies examples of adverse impacts on the setting of thew North 

Wessex Downs AONB, which could include: 

•  “ deve lopm en t  w h i ch  w ou ld  have a  s ign i f i can t  v i sua l  
im pac t  on  v iew s i n  or  ou t  o f  the AON B ; 

• l oss  o f  t ranqu i l l i t y  t h rough  the  i n t roduc t ion  or  inc rease  
o f  l igh t ing , no ise, or  t ra f f i c  m ovem en t  or  o ther  
env i ronm en ta l  im pac t  l i k e dus t , v i b ra t i on , spa t ia l  
assoc ia t i on s  and  h is to r i c  re la t ionsh ips  

• i n t roduc t i on  o f  abrup t  change of  landscape charac ter ; 
• l oss  o f  b iod ivers i ty , par t i cu la r ly  i f  o f  hab i ta ts  or  spec i es  

o f  im por tance to  the  AONB ; 
• l oss  or  harm  to  her i tage  assets  and  na tu ra l  landscape, 

par t i cu la r ly  i f  t hese  a re  con t i guous  w i th  the AON B ; 
• change of  use  o f  land  w here  o f  a  s ign i f i can t  enough  

sca le  to  cause  ha rm  to  landscape cha rac te r ; and   
• deve lopm ent  ind i v i dua l l y  or  cum u la t i ve ly  g iv ing  r i se to  

s ign i f i can t ly  i ncreased  t ra f f i c  f l ow s  to  and  f rom  the  
AONB , resu l t i ng  in  l os s  o f  t ranqu i l l i t y  and eros ion  o f  the  
charac ter  o f  ru ra l  r oads  and  lanes .”  

2.30 The Position Statement notes that “the best way of minimising adverse visual impacts on 

the setting of the AONB is through avoidance in the first place so that schemes conserve 

or enhance the setting of the AONB”.  However, it also sets out approaches to in relation 
to development within or affecting the setting of the AONB that it supports: 
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• “m easures  t o  cons ider  im pac t  on  the  se t t ing  o f  t he  
AONB , i nc lud ing w here requ i red th rough  Landscape and  
V isua l  I m pac t  Assessm en ts; 

• care over  or ien ta t ion , s i t e  la you t , he igh t  and sca le  o f  
s t ruc tu res  and bu i l d ings; 

• cons idera t i on  no t  j us t  o f  the s i t e  bu t  a l so  the  landscape, 
land uses  and  her i tage asse ts  a round  and beyond i t ; 

• carefu l  use o f  co lou rs , m a ter ia l s  and non-ref l ec t iv e  
su r faces; 

• res t ra in t  and ca re  over  the  ins ta l la t i on  and  use  o f  s t r eet  
l igh t ing , f l ood l igh t ing  and  o ther  ex terna l  l i gh t i ng  to  
preven t  harm  to  the dark  n igh t  sk i es  o f  the AONB ; 

• the group ing o f  new  s t ruc tu res  and  bu i ld ings  c lose to  
ex i s t ing  s t ruc tu res  and bu i l d ings  to  avo id  new  ex panses  
o f  deve lopm en t  tha t  a re  v i s i b l e  and  ou t  o f  con tex t  
( though det r im en ta l  im pac t  on  h i s tor i c  
bu i l d ings/ group ings  w i l l  need spec ia l  cons idera t i on  to  
avo id  insens i t i v e  deve lopm en t) ; and  

• deta i led  m i t iga t ion  m easures , fo r  ex am p le  in c lud ing  
nat iv e landscap ing (w here poss ib l e  con t r i bu t i ng  to  BAP  
ta rgets) , and  no i se reduc t i on  ( though aga in  
landscap ing  i n  cer ta in  con tex ts  can  be  dam ag ing  to  
h i s to r i c  fea tu res / depos i t s / landscape/ character  so  
aga in  w i l l  r equ i re  ca refu l  cons idera t i on) .”  

2.31 However, the existing development at Andover provides a significant amount of physical 

and visual separation between the Site and the AONB, and there is no strong physical or 

visual relationship between the two.  Therefore, it is unlikely that the Site makes a 
significant contribution to the setting of the AONB, given the existing separation between 

the two.       

Landscape Character Context 

National Landscape Character Assessment 

2.32 National Character Areas (NCAs) were originally prepared by the former Countryside 

Agency but the assessments are now managed by Natural England. These landscape 

character assessments identify a number of key landscape characteristics for broad areas 

covering England, and wash over urban areas, towns, villages and areas of settlement. 

2.33 The site is located within NCA 130: Hampshire Downs, part of a belt of chalk in central 

southern England, as shown on Figure 2: Landscape Character Plan.  The majority of 

the NCA comprises elevated rolling landscape with scattered woodland blocks and shelter 

belts, with three major settlements at Andover, Winchester and Basingstoke.  

2.34 A full description of the NCA 130 Hampshire Downs can be found here: 

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6738147345956864. 

 

http://publications.naturalengland.org.uk/publication/6738147345956864
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2.35 The key characteristics of the Hampshire Downs include: 

• “The ro l l i ng , e l eva ted, cha lk  a rab le dow n land has  an  
open , ex posed charac te r  tha t  prov ides  open  sk ies  and  
long-d is tance  v iew s. 

• Eleva ted  p la teaux  and  upper  va l l ey  s lopes  a re  
charac ter i sed by  ex tens ive  open  t rac ts  o f  la rge, l ow -
hedged f i e l ds  w i th  th in  cha lk y  so i l s , she l t erbe l t s , and  
anc ien t  sem i -na tu ra l  w ood land b lock s  on  c l ay -w i th  f l in t  
caps  on  som e of  the s teeper  s lopes . 

• I n  con t ras t , w i th in  the she l te red  va l leys  and to  the eas t  
o f  the a rea , the netw ork  o f  hedgerow s , i n terspersed by  
num erous a reas  o f  oak / ash  o r  haze l  w ood land  copp ice 
and  sm a l l er  m eadow  f i e l ds , g ives  a  s t rong  sense  o f  
enc losure. 

• The r i ver s  and s t ream s  of  t he Tes t  and I tchen  
ca tchm en ts  a re i n te rna t i ona l l y  s i gn i f i can t , and  
d is t i nc t iv e cha lk  r i v er s , runn ing i n  deep va l l eys , cu t  i n to  
the  Cha l k . 

• A netw ork  o f  d i s t i nc t i ve and  anc ien t  drov ing roads  and  
t rackw ays  i s  a  par t i cu la r  fea tu re  across  the Dow ns. 

• There  i s  w idesp read ev idence  o f  p reh is tor i c  se t t l em ent  
on  the  open  dow n lands , i nc lud ing  bur ia l  m ounds  w i th  
v i sua l l y  prom inen t  i r on  age  h i l l  fo r t s . I n  the  va l l eys , 
there i s  ev idence o f  R om an es ta tes  and  nuc lea ted 
m ed ieva l  v i l l age  se t t l em en t  pa t te rns , and f ie l dscapes  
and  fa rm s teads  across  the  dow n lands  ev idence  the  
gradua l  and  p lanned enc losu re  f rom  the  m ed ieva l  
per iod . 

• The a rea ’s  d i s t inc t i ve  appearance  der ives  f rom  the  use  
o f  cha lk  cob  ( i n  the  w es t ) , w ea therboarded t im ber  
f ram e and sm a l l , handm ade l oca l  b r i ck  w i th  f l i n t  in  
t rad i t i ona l  ru ra l  bu i ld ings  and  w a l l s  su r round ing fa rm  
cou r tyards , w i th  tha tch  su rv iv ing  i n  m any  p laces . 

• The se t t lem en t  pa t t e rn  var ies  betw een the re la t iv e ly  
dense  s t r ings  o f  v i l l ages  a long  the low er  r i ve r  va l l eys  
and  the very  l ow -dens i ty , nuc l ea ted se t t l em en ts  i n  the  
upper  reaches  o f  t he  r ive rs  and  on  the Dow ns. 

• The anc ien t  c i ty  o f  W inches te r  i s  loca ted a t  the  hear t  o f  
th i s  landscape and  a t  t he cen t re  o f  the  I t chen  Va l l ey , 
and  the  m ore  m odern , rap id ly  ex pand ing tow ns  o f  
Bas ings tok e  and Andover  a re on  dow n land s i t es  a t  the  
head of  t he Loddon  and Tes t  va l leys .”  

2.36 The Hampshire Downs are described as the central block of a broad belt of chalk downland 

that runs through southern England from west Dorset to East Sussex and Kent. The NCA 

notes that there are several major transport arteries which cut through the Downs to 

connect London and the South West with Southampton and up to The Midlands, and 

acknowledges that the traffic on these routes has a significant impact on the landscape.  

2.37 With regard to the area surrounding the settlement of Andover, and including the Site, the 

NCA notes that the countryside is large-scale, open and rolling, with broad undulating 

plateaux and hill tops, ridges and scarps dissected by both steep and shallow valleys. 
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There are several areas of scattered woodland and shelterbelts which punctuate the broad 

sweep of downland and form wooded horizons on higher ground. There is extensive 

woodland to the east of the study area at Harewood Forest, which comprises Ancient 
Woodland which contains ancient sessile oaks and exhibits a rich diversity of woodland 

plants.  

2.38 With regard to settlement, the NCA identifies that three major settlements dominate the 

Downs, with Andover identified as sitting at the Head of the Test catchment. Andover has 

seen significant expansion after the Second World War; and continues to expand, with the 

large new residential area of Picket Twenty to the immediate south east of the Site, 

currently under construction.         

Hampshire Integrated Character Assessment 

2.39 The Site lies within the Landscape Character Area 8D: Andover Open Downs which lies 
along the western edge of Hampshire County and forms a bowl of higher downland which 

surroundings the town of Andover, as illustrated on Figure 2: Landscape Character 

Plan.  The eastern edge of this character area is bordered by the Test Valley, and the 

Landscape Character Area 3B: Test Valley; while the southern and northern boundaries 

are defined by marked scarps. 

2.40 The LCA 8D: Andover Open Downs, on the eastern edge of Andover, is comprised of 

Landscape Character Types of Open Downland and Downland Mosaic Large Scale.  

2.41 The Key Characteristics of the Andover Downs LCA are defined as:  

• “P la teau  dow n land w i th  gen t l e  undu la t i ng  r i dges  and  
dry  cha lk  va l ley s .  

• Occas iona l  p rom inen t  h i l l s  w i th in  the  dow n land c rea te  
v i sua l  fea tu res .  

• Open, ex pans ive  landscape w i th  l ong  d i s tan t  v i ew s  
across  dow n land  and  the  r iv er  va l l eys  w h i ch  d i ssec t  t he  
p la teau .  

• B iod i vers i ty  va lue  f rom  Ha rew ood  Fo res t , and  d ispersed  
a reas  o f  cha l k  grass land, inc lud ing  i n te rna t i ona l l y -
des igna ted s i tes… .  

• There  i s  l i t t l e  w ood land  cover  c rea t ing  a  s im p le  
com pos i t i on  o f  l andscape e l em en ts  ex cept  w here  there  
a re no tab le depos i t s  o f  c lay  w i th  f l i n t s  -  here w ood land  
cover  becom es  dom inant  e.g . Harew ood  Fores t .  

• A landscape w i th  s i gn i f i can t  t im e dep th  and im por tan t  
a rchaeo logy  par t i cu la r ly  f rom  preh is tor i c  and  R om an  
per iods , espec ia l l y  assoc ia ted  w i th  the  a reas  o f  open  
dow land  and  h igher  a reas  - , inc lud ing  bu r ia l  m ounds  
and  h i l l  fo r t s  such  as  Danebury .  

• Very  regu la r  form a l  enc losure  pa t t ern  da tes  
predom ina te ly  f rom  the  19 th  cen tu ry . Def i ned  in  p laces  
by  a  w eak  hedgerow  s t ruc tu re  o r  no  boundar i es  a t  a l l  
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and  par t i cu la r ly  i n  the  open  dow n land  t ends  to  
overw r i te  ear l ier  f i e l d  boundary  pa t t ern s .  

• Occas iona l  park land landscapes  prov ide  v i sua l  
d ivers i t y .  

• Urban  edges  o f  Andover  ex tend in to  th i s  cha racter  a rea .  
• Dispersed pat t ern  o f  nuc l ea ted v i l l ages  and  fa rm s teads .  
• Tranqu i l  and  rem ote  aw ay  f rom  Andover  and  

par t i cu la r ly  i n  the  sou th  w here there i s  l i t t l e  
se t t lem en t .”   

 

2.42 With regard to Physical Characteristics and Land Use, the Andover Down LCA notes that 

the Upper Chalk geology surrounding the town of Andover forms a gently undulating 

plateau of downland with characteristic rounded simple landforms and a ‘fan’ of dry river 

valleys which slope towards the tributaries of the Test. 

2.43 It goes on to note that open arable farmland is the principal land use with some 

concentrated areas of woodland to the east at Harewood Forest Otherwise the open, large 

scale, arable fields form a simple landscape pattern defined by a weak structure of 
hedgerows or no hedgerows at all. 

With regard to Experiential and Perceptual Characteristics, the Andover Down LCA 

identifies that tranquillity reduces towards Andover; that elements which detract from 

tranquillity include pylons and major trunk roads which converge on Andover; and that 

views towards urban development or the spread of urban development along radial roads 

has also caused an urbanising influence on downland. 

2.44 With regard to the Built Environment, the Andover Down LCA notes that many roads cross 

the landscape radiating out from Andover, such as the A303 and A343, and that in places 

such as east of Andover the criss-crossing of the road network physically and visually 

fragments the landscape, and that, beyond the major trunk roads, a network of minor 

rural lanes connects nucleated settlements and the river valleys.  

2.45 The Andover Down LCA notes that the town of Andover is at the centre of this character 

area, and that in addition to this general growth, urban development has also occurred 

along the linear routes which radiate out from the town and relatively recent settlements 

have formed at Picket Piece and Andover Down; and that the development of the Walworth 
Industrial Estate on the eastern side of the town has almost merged with these modern 

settlement clusters.  
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2.46 The Forces for Change within the Andover Down LCA, relevant to the Site, include: 

2)  “Urban/ suburban influences, including MDAs for 
housing and employment around Andover.  

3) 3. Demand for recreation and access, particularly due to 
its proximity to centres of population.  ….”  

2.47 With regard to the eastern edge of Andover and the locality of the Site, the following 

threats are identified: 

• “P oor  m a in tenance o f  fa rm land reduces  v i sua l  qua l i t y  o f  
the  ag r i cu l tu ra l  landscape . 

• Lost  o r  poor ly -m anaged  hedgerow s  resu l t i ng  i n  a  w eak  
landscape s t ruc tu re. … .. 
 

• Am algam at ion  o f  se t t l em ents  in  bu i l t -up  a reas  ( for  
ex am ple  the  P en tons  and  Andover) . 

• High  v i sua l  im pact  o f  Andover , par t i cu l a r ly  w here  dense  
res iden t ia l  deve lopm ent  abu ts  open  f i e l ds . 

• Urban  f r inge  land uses  a round Andover  (go l f  courses , 
sew age w ork s  e tc)  a l t er i ng  the  landscape pat te rn . 

• R ibbon deve lopm en t  i n to  dow n land  a long  roads  a round  
Andover , l ead ing to  a  degraded  fee l  t o  the  landscape , 
and  a  w ide  t rans i t i on  z one f rom  urban  to  ru ra l  
charac ter . … .”  

2.48 With regard to Opportunities, the following relevant opportunities are identified: 

• “Seek  oppor tun i t i es  for  new  w ood land  p lan t ing  to  l i nk  
ex i s t ing  w ooded a reas , and to  i n tegra te m odern  
deve lopm ent  i n to  the landscape. 

• Seek  oppor tun i t i es  to  res tore  l oca l  landscape fea tu res  
and  crea te  a  s t ronger  landscape s t ruc tu re  w i th in  the  
se t t lem en t  o f  Andover . 

Test Valley Community Landscape Project  

2.49 The aim of the Test Valley Community Landscape project “ has  been  to  prov ide a  c l ea r  
f ram ew ork  to  gu ide  the  fu tu re deve lopm ent  and  m anagem en t  o f  the  borough 
landscape in  order  to  ensu re  tha t  the  d i s t i nc t iv e charac ter  o f  t he  borough i s  
re ta ined and change i s  accom m oda ted  i n  a  pos i t i ve  w ay  to  the  benef i t  o f  the 
peop le  w ho l i v e and w ork  i n  the borough , the eco log i ca l  and  h is to r i ca l  va lue o f 
the bo rough , and the overa l l  cond i t i on  o f  t he landscape” .  The Site lies within the 
Landscape Character Type (LCT) 10: Open Chalklands, which is described within the Test 

Valley Community Landscape Project as: 

“ a  la rge sca le  a rab le  landscape, cha rac ter i s t i c  o f  t he m os t  
ex tens ive ly  fa rm ed  cha lk land  a reas , w here the  cha lk  geo logy  
i s  genera l l y  no t  m ask ed  by  the  depos i t  o f  C lay  w i th  F l i n t s . 
The  hedgerow  s t ruc tu re  i s  f ragm en ted  and com m on ly  
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rep laced  by  fences , add ing  to  the  open  landscape charac ter . 
A  l im i t ed  num ber  o f  sm a l l  hedged  pastu re  f ie lds  a re found 
ad jacen t  se t t l em en ts  and fa rm s teads . B lock s  or  be l t s  o f  t rees  
occas iona l l y  break  up th i s  open  landscape , bu t  a re  in f requen t  
and  i so la ted w ood land  b lock s  can  be found ad jacen t  to  
fa rm s teads . Sm a l l  s t r eam s  or  w in te r  bournes  d iv ide the type  
bu t  genera l l y  i t  i s  noted  fo r  i t s  d ry  va l l eys . 
 
The  se t t lem en t  pa t t ern  i s  sca t t ered and dom inated by  la rge  
fa rm s. There  i s  an  occas iona l  la rge  house w i th  park land  
found  s i t ed  w i th in  a  dry  va l l ey . A  pa t t ern  o f  r i gh t  ang led  
roads , o f t en  runn ing  s t ra igh t  for  cons iderab le  d i s tances  and  
w i th  w ide  verges , i s  typ ica l  o f  the Open  Cha l k lands  landscape  
type.”  

2.50 The Site is situated within Landscape Character Area (LCA) 10F: Andover Chalk Downland, 

which is defined by the urban edge of Andover and extent of Harewood Forest, and forms 

part of the wider Open Chalklands, as illustrated on Figure 2: Landscape Character 

Plan.  The Andover Chalk Down LCA features open areas of arable land separated by areas 

of settlement, infrastructure and large farms which creates a fragmented character area 
of Downland.    

2.51 The key characteristics of the Andover Chalk Downland are set out below: 

• “ Fragm en ted  a rea  o f  cha lk  dow n land  
• Sm al l  w ood lands concea l  o ld  d i sused p i t s  
• Set t lem en ts  resu l t i ng  f rom  r i bbon  deve lopm en t  a t  

Andover  Dow n and  P i ck e t  P iece  
• Urban  f r inge  ac t i v i t i es  a re v i s i b l e  w i th in  th i s  open  a rea  

o f  dow n land  
• Large ly  a  landscape dom ina ted  by  19 th  cen tu ry  

par l iam en ta ry  enc losu re  
• Tw o Rom an  R oads , the  I ckne i ld  W ay  and  P or tw ay  

ex tend th rough  th i s  a rea  
• Gol f  courses .”  

 

2.52 The landscape character area comprises a number of isolated woodlands within arable 

areas, with small woodland located on non-productive land around the A303. Ribbon 

development along the radiating roads out of Andover has caused urbanisation of this area 

of downland, and there is a higher sense of enclosure to the south of the character area 

provided by dense shelter belts and thick hedgerows in the surrounding area. 

2.53 There are several recent residential developments within this area, notably Picket Piece 

and Picket Twenty, which are indicative of settlement expansion on the outskirts of 

Andover to the east.   
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2.54 The Landscape Strategy for LCA 10F Andover Chalk Downland, is stated as: 

 “To enhance and re-create a landscape structure of small 
woods and hedgerows within Andover Chalk Downland and 
to create new appropriate landscape features to contain and 
integrate Andover into its landscape.” 

2.55 Additionally, the strategy sets out the following Land Management objectives:  

 “Landscape Distinctiveness: 

• P ro tec t  s i gn i f i can t  open  v i s tas  f rom  v isua l  i n t rus ion  
• P ro tec t  and enhance v iew s to  va lued loca l  landscape 

fea tu res… . 

 Hedgerows 

• Res tore los t  and  f ragm en ted  hedgerow s  on  form er  
hedgerow  l i nes  

• Seek  oppor tun i t ies  m i t i ga te im pac t  f rom  ex is t i ng and  
fu tu re deve lopm en t  th rough  new  hedgerow  p lan t ing  
 

 Woodland and Trees 

• Seek  oppor tun i t ies  fo r  new  w ood land p lan t i ng  to  l i nk  
ex i s t ing  w ooded  areas  and  in tegra te  m odern  
deve lopm ent  i n to  the landscape 

• P rom ote good m anagem en t  o f  w ood lands  

 Urban Fringe 

• Re in force  the edge of  Andover  th rough ca refu l  des ign  
and  appropr ia te landscape p lan t ing  

• Avo id  deter i o ra t i on  in  the  u rban  f r i nge  landscape 
a r i s i ng  f rom  poor  des ign  and in t rus i ve  deve lopm en t  

• I m prove  m anagem ent  o f  the  landscape a round  
se t t lem en ts… .”  

2.56   With regard to Land Use and Development, the strategy set out the following objectives:  

 “Built Developments 

• Developm en t  t o  respond  to  the l oca l  charac te r i s t i cs  o f  
the  landscape 

• Oppor tun i t ies  t o  be sough t  t o  res tore loca l  landscape  
fea tu res  and  crea te  a  s t ronger  landscape s t ruc tu re  
w i th in  the  set t lem en t  edge of  Andover  

• M ain ta in  the h i s to r i c  in t eg r i ty  o f  t he ex i s t ing  
se t t lem en t  pa t te rn… ”  
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2.57 The strategy also highlights the importance of reinforcing the edge of Andover and in the 

creation of a stronger landscape structure within the settlement edge of Andover.    

North Wessex Downs AONB Character Assessment (March 2002) 

2.58 The landscape of the North Wessex Downs AONB, to the north of Andover, is defined as 

Landscape Character Type 2: Downland with Woodland.  Landscape Character Area 2E: 

Chute Forest – Faccombe, and Landscape Character Area 2F: Litchfield Downs, form the 

closest parts of the LCT to Andover, and thus the Site.  Existing development at Andover 

provides a significant amount of physical and visual separation between the Site and the 

AONB, and therefore there is a very limited physical or visual association between the Site 

and the landscape of the AONB.    

Topography and Hydrology 

2.59 The landform surrounding Andover forms a gently undulating plateau of downland with 
characteristic rounded simple landforms and a ‘fan’ of dry river valleys which slope towards 

the tributaries of the Test. 

2.60 The Site is located at between approximately 94m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD) and 120m 

AOD on a localised spur to the immediate south of Andover, as illustrated on Figure 3: 

Topographical Features Plan.  The Site is undulating with the highest part of the Site 

located at the western part of Site. There is a reservoir within the Site and adjacent to the 

Site, between the western boundary and Micheldever Road.  

2.61 The A3093 lies in cutting immediately adjacent to the eastern boundary of the Site.  

2.62 The surrounding area is also undulating with many valleys and ridges forming localised 

low and high points throughout the Study Area, as illustrated on Figure 3: Topographical 

Features Plan. The highest points within the Study Area are located to the immediate 

south west of the Site within farmland known locally as Bere Hill. Further to the south the 

land rises up to 120m AOD associated with Cow Down Farm; and to the east, Tinkers Hill 

to the east of Picket Piece, rises up to 121m AOD. 

2.63 The River Anton runs through the centre of the Study Area and through the centre of 

Andover itself, flowing southwards into the farmland beyond the A303. There are several 
lakes associated with the River Anton, such as Mill Lake and Brooks Lake to the west of 

the Site, and Anton Lakes to the north-west of the Site.      
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Land Use and Settlement 

2.64 The Site comprises an irregularly shaped agricultural field, Flagstaff House and The Grange 

residential properties with large curtilages that are mainly grassland or pasture, an 
underground reservoir, two small and enclosed areas of scrubby pasture, and blocks of 

woodland plantation, as illustrated on Figure 4: Site Appraisal Plan.  Overhead power lines 

and associated pylons bisect the Site from the north-east corner to the south-west corner.  

Another line of overhead cables and associated telegraph poles runs in the east of the 

Site, parallel to the eastern boundary.  

2.65 The Site is generally well enclosed on all sides, with the northern boundary formed by a 

tree belt with Ladies Walk, PROW005/4/1, passing between the two lines of trees.  Beyond 

the tree belt is a linear strip of greenspace that falls towards residential properties that 

line streets off London Road.  The eastern boundary is formed by the significant element 
of the A3093 and a tree belt that lines it.  Beyond the A3093 is the recent residential 

development of Picket Twenty and the sports pitches at Picket Twenty Sports Ground, 

extending beyond the A3093 to the south of the B3400. 

2.66 The southern boundary of the Site is formed by hedgerows and tree belts that line a 

surfaced cycle route between Micheldever Road and the A3093.  To the immediate south 

of the cycle path is an arable field that sits between the Site and the A3093/A303 junction.  

The western boundary of the Site is formed by dense hedgerow and tree belt vegetation 

that lines Micheldever Road, beyond which are arable fields that are enclosed by hedgerow 
vegetation. 

2.67 The Site is elevated above the land to the immediate north, with the topography of the 

Site sloping gently down to the east, south and west, as illustrated on Figure 3: 

Topographical Features Plan.  The highest point on the Site is on the western boundary, 

while the lowest point on the Site is in the middle of the southern boundary to the south 

of Flagstaff House and The Grange. 

2.68 The Site relates strongly to, and is set within, the settlement edge of Andover.  The existing 

settlement of Andover, as defined by the settlement boundary, extends from approximately 
55m just north of the Site, to the west and south-west, to adjoin the A303 in the further 

west.  The Site adjoins the settlement boundary on its eastern boundary, with recently 

constructed residential development, residential development under construction, and land 

with planning consent for further residential development, all at Picket Twenty and within 

the settlement boundary, extending south along the A3093 to the junction with the A303; 

with Allocation Site Areas for residential development located to the further east, 

extending to Andover Down.   
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2.69 The existing settlement to the west and the planned settlement to the east extend further 

south than the Site, with the Site being located within a parcel of land between residential 

development to the east of the A3093 and west of the A3057, north of the A303.  

2.70 Flagstaff House and The Grange are located within the southern part of the Site, with the 

associated built form having an influence on the southern part of the Site. 

2.71 The Site is generally well contained by dense tall hedges and belts of trees, although there 

are areas of fragmentation and loss within these boundary features. Overhead lines of 

pylons cross the site, with the large pylons punctuating the skyline and forming strong 

vertical elements along the horizon in places. The line of pylons extends southwards from 

the Site before crossing the A303 and leading into the wider countryside associated with 

the large scale Cow Down Farm Solar Park to the immediate south of the A303.  

2.72 Although the Site itself is formed largely by an area of arable land, the character of the 
Site is fragmented and disturbed by a variety of features such as the pylons and overhead 

lines; the existing built form at Flagstaff House and The Grange; the reservoirs and 

associated infrastructure both on and off-site; and, externally, the proximity of the A303 

to the south and the A3093 to the immediate east, with the associated street lights, street 

signs, and traffic, and the surrounding residential development; as well as frequent human 

activity and traffic movement to the east and south especially. These elements combine 

to create a strong urbanising context to the Site and its immediate surroundings.        

Green Infrastructure and Open Space 

2.73 To the north of the Site there is a linear recreational space associated with the residential 

area off London Road, which has several access points and provides links to Ladies Walk 

PROW to the south and west, and to the east, where there is a bridge crossing over the 

A303, connecting to the residential area of Picket Twenty. 

2.74 To the north of this recreational space there are several sports facilities accessed off Vigo 

Road, offering formal sports provision as well as recreational open spaces. Andover Golf 

Course lies 1km to the west of the Site adjacent to the A303.        

2.75 There are several large areas of woodland in the study area, including the Harewood Forest 
which forms an extensive swathe of Ancient Woodland to the east, south-east, and south 

of the study area, bisected by the A303 to the south-east of the Site. Throughout the study 

area there are scattered small copses and shelter belts of woodland which punctuate the 

downland landscape.   
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Vegetation 

2.76 The southern part of the Study Area, to the south and east of Andover, is a settled farmed 

landscape where large scale fields are bounded by maintained hedgerows, and there are 
small areas of copses and woodlands scattered throughout. There are significant areas of 

woodland at Harewood Forest to the east, south east and south of the site.   

2.77 Farmland is made up of medium to large fields with varying degrees of enclosure by 

hedgerows and trees, however levels of vegetation in the immediate area surrounding the 

Site are generally high. 

2.78 Boundary vegetation to roads and properties within the Study Area is generally tall and 

linear and provides tree cover in the area and generally containing and enclosing road and 

highway corridors.   

Designations 

2.79 There are no Landscape designations such as Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

or National Parks within the immediate vicinity of the Site, however the North Wessex 

Downs AONB boundary lies over 2.5km to the north of the Site at its closest point.  The 

historic core of Andover, to the west of the Site, is a designated Conservation Area.  

Public Rights of Way 

2.80 No Public Rights of Way (PROW) cross the Site.  Ladies Walk PROW 005/4/1 runs along 

the northern boundary of the Site and is formed of a tree lined footpath, it continues south 

west beyond Micheldever Road, as PROWs 005/4/2 and PROW 005/4/3, connecting with 
the network of PROWs to the west of the Site, as illustrated on Figure 1: Site Context 

Plan.   

2.81 PROW 005/2/2 lies 55m to the south of the Site at its closest point, running south-west 

through an arable field to the A303.  It then continues,  crossing underneath the A303 and 

leading further south along the edge of the Cow Down Farm Solar Park and into the wider 

farmland beyond, as PROWs 005/2/1 and 096/9/1; and also connects with PROW 005/3/3, 

which runs north and west, which in turn connects with PROWs 005/3/2, 005/52/2, 005/5/2 

and 005/5/3, and which, along with Ladies Walk, form the network of PROWs to the west 
of the Site.  

2.82 Further PROWs run south from the A303, to the south-west of the Site, including 

PROWs005/5/5, 236/13/1 and 096/10/1 which runs south through the Cow Down Farm 

Solar Park, and on to Cow Down Lane.   
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2.83 To the east of the Site, PROW 005/67/1 and 005/1/1 runs from the A303 east and north, 

initially to the immediate south of the Picket Twenty residential development and along 

the western edge of the Harewood Forest, and whilst it lies within the woodland for the 
majority of the route along the edge of Harewood Forest there are locations where gaps 

in the trees allow framed open views towards Andover.        

Landscape Appraisal Summary 

2.84 The Site, at the broadest levels is located within the Hampshire Downs, and within Andover 

Open Downs, as defined at a National and County level respectively.  Test Valley 

Community Landscape Project identifies that the Site lies within the Landscape Character 

Type (LCT) 10: Open Chalklands; and within Landscape Character Area (LCA) 10F: Andover 

Chalk Downland, which is defined by the urban edge of Andover and extent of Harewood 

Forest, and forms part of the wider Open Chalklands.  The Andover Chalk Down LCA 
features open areas of arable land separated by areas of settlement, infrastructure and 

large farms which creates a fragmented character area of Downland.   

2.85 The overall Landscape Strategy for the Andover Chalk Downland is to enhance and re-

create a landscape structure of small woods and hedgerows; and create new appropriate 

landscape features to contain and integrate Andover into its landscape.  This includes 

management objectives to seek opportunities to mitigate impact from existing and future 

development through new hedgerow planting; seek opportunities for new woodland 

planting to link existing wooded areas and integrate modern development into the 
landscape; reinforce the edge of Andover by careful design and appropriate landscape 

planting; improve the management of the landscape around settlements; and seek 

opportunities to restore local landscape features and create a stronger landscape structure 

within the edge of Andover.     

2.86 The Site relates strongly to, and is set within, the settlement edge of Andover.  The existing 

settlement of Andover, as defined by the settlement boundary, extends from approximately 

55m just north of the Site, to the west and south-west, to adjoin the A303 in the further 

west.  The Site adjoins the settlement boundary on its eastern boundary, with recently 
constructed residential development, residential development under construction, and land 

with planning consent for further residential development, all at Picket Twenty and within 

the settlement boundary, extending south along the A3093 to the junction with the A303; 

with Allocation Site Areas for residential development located to the further east.   

2.87 The existing settlement to the west and the planned settlement to the east extend further 

south than the Site, with the Site being located within a parcel of land between residential 

development to the east of the A3093 and west of the A3057, north of the A303. 
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2.88 The context of the Site is therefore heavily influenced by the existing surrounding 

development of Andover which lies to the east, south east, north, and west of the Site, 

and by the adjacent A3093, and A303 which lies 300m to the south of the Site.  

2.89 In the immediate area, there are many urbanising features such as street signs, street 

lights, pylons and overhead lines associated with the A3093 and the adjacent residential 

development at Picket Twenty. Furthermore, Flagstaff House and The Grange are located 

within the southern part of the Site, and the associated built form has an influence on the 

southern part of the Site. The Site and its immediate surroundings are, therefore, settled 

and urbanised in context.   
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3.0 VISUAL APPRAISAL 

3.1 A visual appraisal of the Site was undertaken in January 2018 to consider the nature of 

the views towards the site from publicly accessible viewpoints including roads and public 

Rights of Way.  

3.2 The site is generally well framed by existing tall and dense vegetation, adjacent to existing 

built development to the north, east and south east, and set within gently undulating 
topography; therefore, there are limited locations from which the entirety of the Site can 

be seen due to the screening provided.  

3.3 The highest land within the Site is formed by the localised highpoint within the north 

western extent of the Site adjacent to Micheldever Road and Ladies Walk PROW.  

3.4 A series of Site Context Photographs 1-21 have been taken to illustrate a 

representative selection of views towards the Site.  The location of Site Context 

Photographs 1-21 are indicated on Figure 5: Visual Appraisal Plan.   

3.5 Site Context Photograph 1 is taken from the A3093 and Picket Twenty Roundabout, 
looking north west towards the Site. The vegetation along the southern boundary of the 

Site obscures views into the Site from this location on the approach to Andover from the 

A303 carriageway. The context of the view is influenced by the A3093 road, the new 

development at Picket Twenty to the east, and the associated road signs, street lights and 

other urbanising features. The Site boundary vegetation forms the horizon of the view and 

obscures any views further north from this location.   

3.6 Site Context Photograph 2 is taken from the A3093 at the access point to the cycle 

path leading to Micheldever Road, looking north west. The residential development at 

Picket Twenty and along the A3093 is clearly visible directly adjacent to the road, and 
clearly signifies the entrance to the settlement of Andover. The boundary vegetation of 

the Site offers a degree of screening to views further north west where the rising ground 

within the Site obscured views further north. There is a gap in the boundary vegetation 

which offers a framed glimpsed view into the Site at this location. However, the majority 

of the Site is not visible, being located behind intervening vegetation.      

3.7 Site Context Photograph 3 is taken from the cycle path which links the A3093 and 

Micheldever Road, and which runs adjacent to the southern boundary of the Site. The 

dense line of vegetation that forms the southern boundary of the Site is the dominant 
element within the view and obscures any views into the Site from the cycle path. There 

are glimpses of the residential development at The Grange which lies within the Site, and 



Landscape and Visual Appraisal Visual Appraisal 

28060/LP1/A5/PD/LT/slh Page 24 April 2018 

other urbanising elements such as telegraph poles and overhead lines. To the east, the 

residential development at Picket Twenty is visible and extends the urban edge of Andover 

south and east within the view.       

3.8 Site Context Photograph 4 is taken from the western end of the cycle path where it 

meets the Micheldever Road, at the entrance drive to The Grange and Flagstaff House, 

looking north east. The view is largely curtailed by the roadside vegetation that forms the 

western boundary of the Site. Where the vegetation is lower, to the southern part of the 

view, receptors gain longer distance views eastwards towards the residential development 

at Picket Twenty. Views into the Site are largely of the access drive to Flagstaff House and 

The Grange, and the vegetation associated with these properties.  

3.9 Site Context Photograph 5 is taken from the northern end of PROW 005/2/2 to the 

south west of the Micheldever Road, looking north. This view is from the public footpath 
within arable fields that lies to the south west of the Site and is an open view due to the 

lack of vegetation within the farmland. The view is characterised by the strong line of 

vegetation that runs along the Micheldever Road and forms the western boundary of the 

Site, and the filtered views of the development at Picket Twenty to the south east of the 

Site. The pylons and overhead lines that cross the Site and the farmland to the west form 

tall vertical elements that detract from the view. The centre of the Site is visible in the 

middle distance due to the undulating topography within the Site and the lack of taller 

vegetation along the southern boundary of the Site where the hedgerow has been managed 
to a lower height along the access drive to Flagstaff House.   

3.10 Site Context Photograph 6 illustrates the view gained from the cycle path at the western 

extent where it meets the Micheldever Road, and where the boundary hedgerow has been 

maintained to a lower height along the assess drive to Flagstaff House and The Grange. 

The existing development within the Site can be glimpsed between and amongst 

vegetation, whilst to the south-east, the new residential development at Picket Twenty is 

clearly visible in the middle distance. The wooded backdrop of the Harewood Forest is 

visible on the horizon beyond. Views into the northern and central parts of the Site are 
restricted by the boundary hedgerow and the nature of the undulating topography.       

3.11 Site Context Photographs 7, 8, and 10 are taken from PROW 005/4/1 Ladies Walk, 

which runs along the northern boundary of the Site. These photographs illustrate typical 

views eastwards along the route of the footpath, with the Site located to the right of the 

footpath, to the south of the receptors. Typical views along this route when heading east 

are of the existing development of Andover to the left (north) of the route, set back beyond 

the recreation ground that abuts the northern side of the PROW. In places there are 

intermittent, filtered views, and in places a lack of vegetation allows clear framed views, 
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either side of the footpath. There is a strong sense of a settled contextalong the length of 

Ladies Walk, informed and characterised by the townscape pattern of development to the 

north, with occasional views of the Twinings Tea Facility set within the Walworth Industrial 
Estate, and St Marys Church Spire. The unifying element of the views from this path is the 

close proximity of residential development formed by properties associated with Highlands 

Road, Winton Chase, Pearman Drive and Springfield Close. Views into the site are 

intermittent and fragmented; and are curtailed by the rising ground of the Site obscuring 

any distance views further to the south.            

3.12 Site Context Photograph 9 illustrates the view from Ladies Walk when heading west. 

As above, the view is characterised by the settled context to the north with glimpsed and 

occasional open views over Andover being available as receptors travel along the PROW. 

Views into the Site are intermittent and fragmented due to the linear vegetation running 
along the southern boundary of the footpath, with the rising ground within the site 

containing distant views. There are no places along this footpath where the Site can be 

viewed in its entirety due to the undulating landform restricting wider views.   

3.13 Site Context Photograph 11 is taken from the footbridge over the A3090 to the east of 

the Site, looking south west. The vegetation along the eastern boundary of the Site forms 

the immediate foreground of the view with part of the Site visible through the hedgerow. 

The view is truncated by the hedgerow which would form a dense screen during Summer, 

and receptors are directed along the existing path, which is not a designated right of way. 
Heading west over the footbridge from Picket Twenty, the views are characterised by the 

presence of the A3093 in cutting adjacent to the site.     

3.14 Site Context Photograph 12 is taken from Cow Down Lane to the south of the A303, 

looking north towards Andover. This view illustrates the nature of the undulating down 

land landscape interspersed with linear vegetation and woodland. Traffic along the A303 

detracts from the view, as does the industrialising context of the Cow Down Farm Solar 

Park, which is seen in filtered transient views through roadside vegetation. The Site is 

visible in the middle distance beyond the A303, with the upper storey of Flagstaff House 
visible amongst the surrounding vegetation. The higher ground of the Site can be seen 

rising behind Flagstaff House, with the prominent vertical elements of the pylons, and the 

transmission mast at the reservoir within the Site evident in the landscape. Further to the 

east, the existing development at Picket Twenty is visible behind and between the 

intervening vegetation.       

3.15 Site Context Photograph 13 is taken from PROW 096/10/1 to the south of Cow Down 

Farm Solar Park, looking north. From this location, the Site is not readily discernible within 

the wider landscape, due to the topographical undulations and the layering of vegetation. 
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The vertical elements of the transmission mast and pylons within the Site can be glimpsed 

but are very small elements in a wide panoramic view dominated by the solar farm in the 

middle distance. 

3.16 Site Context Photograph 14 illustrates the view from the A303 heading east towards 

Andover, located to the south west of the A3093 slip road. Due to the high and dense 

roadside vegetation, views to the Site are not available. Given the transitory nature of 

receptors using this road and the oblique and fleeting glimpses of landscape to either side 

of the road where gaps in the vegetation allow, it is considered that there are no views 

available of the Site from this carriageway.  

3.17 Site Context Photograph 15 is taken from PROW 146/36/4 on the edge of Harewood 

Forest, to the west of the Old Micheldever Road, looking north-west. The undulating 

landscape in the foreground, combined with the vegetation of Blake’s Bushes forming a 
high localised point on the skyline, effectively obscure any views of the Site from this 

location. The wooded area of the Harewood Forest forms a vegetated horizon which is 

continued across the landscape by Blake’s Bushes and vegetation associated with the Cow 

Down Farm buildings to the west. The Site, and the majority of Andover, is obscured from 

view, although there is a glimpse of development at Picket Twenty available to the east.  

3.18 Site Context Photograph 16 is taken from PROW 005/1/1 on the edge of Harewood 

Forest, looking west over the Picket Twenty development. Whilst the majority of the route 

runs through woodland, there are locations where gaps in the trees allow framed open 
views towards Andover, and from these locations, the development at Picket Twenty 

characterises the foreground of the view, with the Site situated on rising ground beyond. 

The residential development at Picket Twenty effectively extends the development edge 

of Andover east and south into the farmland and has an urbanising, settled effect upon 

the view.  

3.19 Site Context Photograph 17 illustrates the view from the minor road to the east of 

Lower Wyke Farm, looking west towards the Site, from within the North Wessex Downs 

AONB, at approximately 4.1km from the Site.  However, as a result of the distance to the 
Site, the oblique and transitory nature of the view, and the undulating topography, the 

Site is imperceptible within the wider view. The view is characterised by large scale open 

fields with limited intervening vegetation cover, and a wooded backdrop formed by the 

Harewood Forest. Andover and the Site are not discernible.  

3.20 Site Context Photograph 18 is taken from the Finkley Road to the south of Trinley 

Wood and the Trinley Buildings, on the edge of the North Wessex Downs AONB, looking 

south west towards the Site. As a result of the distance to the Site, over 3.2km, and the 
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combination of the undulating topography and layers of intervening vegetation, views of 

the Site are not readily available, and it is obscured by linear hedgerows and trees. The 

built form of Andover itself is not discernible within the view either.  

3.21 Site Context Photograph 19 is taken from further west along the Finkley Road, to the 

west of the Trinley Buildings, on the edge of the North Wessex Downs AONB, approximately 

3km from the Site, looking south west. From this location, distant views of the existing 

residential development at Picket Piece and the Walworth Industrial Estate are visible 

although they do not form dominant elements within the wider view. The character of the 

view at this location is of an open agricultural landscape with linear hedges and shelter 

belts, with the existing settlement forming a recessive element in the distance. The Site is 

not readily discernible from this location within the North Wessex Downs AONB.  

3.22 Site Context Photograph 20 illustrates the view from the Finkley Road to the south of 
Finkley Manor Farm, looking south towards the Site. Views from the Finkley Road tend to 

be focussed along the route of travel, but there are intermittent oblique views across the 

landscape to the south of the road, and towards Andover where the hedges are trimmed 

or there are gaps to provide agricultural access. The view is characterised by the large 

scale agricultural fields in the foreground, with the existing context of development at 

Andover beyond. From this location, the development at the Walworth Industrial Estate 

and the residential area of Picket Piece, combined with the large pylons and overhead 

lines, form the context of a settled landscape, with a wooded horizon curtailing longer 
distance views. The Site is not readily discernible due to the layers of intervening 

vegetation and the distance of the receptors, however the recreation ground to the north 

of the Site is glimpsed.    

3.23 Site Context Photograph 21 is taken from further west along Finkley Road, to the east 

of Smannell Road, looking south. This open view across agricultural fields is characterised 

by the existing residential development at Picket Piece and Finkley Farm Road on the 

eastern extent of Andover, and the East Anton residential area at the northern extent of 

the settlement. The Walworth Industrial Estate is also visible within the wider view with 
pylons punctuating the skyline in places. The wooded backdrop that is consistent with the 

majority of views towards the Site from the north and east continues to form the horizon. 

The Site itself is not readily discernible due to the boundary and intervening vegetation 

obscuring clear views. The open space of the recreation ground between the Site and 

existing development at Highlands Road and Winton Chase is visible as it forms a small 

pocket of open space amongst the surrounding woodland and shelter belt vegetation.                                             
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Visual Appraisal Summary 

3.24 Visibility into the Site is largely restricted to immediate close range views from the south 

and north, with glimpsed and partial views available from the east and west. The 
combination of local undulations in the topography and the layers of intervening vegetation 

and built form that surround the Site, mean that the entirety of the Site is never seen from 

any publicly accessible location.   

3.25 On the approach to Andover from the south along the A3093, the context of the view is 

formed by the large scale Picket Twenty residential development that extends the southern 

extent of Andover to the south and east towards the A303 Andover bypass. The 

development at Picket Twenty informs a perception of arrival to the settlement and forms 

the context and character of the view. From the A3093, views of the Site are restricted by 

the dense vegetation along the southern and eastern boundaries, with the occasional view 
available through gaps in the hedgerow, typically represented by Site Context Photograph 

2. Views generally are of residential development situated along the roadside behind 

boundary vegetation, with a clutter of street signs, streetlights and telegraph poles and 

overhead lines.  

3.26 From the countryside to the south of the A303, there are limited locations where the Site 

is visible due to the rolling landscape and the layers of vegetation obscuring views, 

excepting the view towards the Site gained from an elevated position on Cowdown Lane, 

typically represented by Site Context Photograph 12.  

3.27 Views from the east are also largely restricted due to the combination of undulating 

topography and dense linear hedgerows and shelter belts that obscure and contain views. 

The extensive wooded area of the Harewood Forest blankets the landscape to the south 

east and east of Andover, and effectively restricts views from these locations due to the 

high density of tree cover. Where glimpsed views are available, the development at Picket 

Twenty is seen in the foreground of the view and characterises the context of the settled 

edge of Andover, typically represented by Site Context Photograph 16.     

3.28 Form the north east, within the North Wessex Downs AONB, views are generally available 
from the Finkley Road which forms the southern boundary of the AONB designation. The 

existing vegetation that surrounds the Site and the layers of vegetation in the landscape 

combined with the undulating topography and extent of existing development at the 

eastern extents of Andover, restrict clear views of the Site. Where glimpses of the Site are 

available, it is seen in the context of the surrounding settlement, and the wooded backdrop 

remains consistent, typically represented by Site Context Photographs 18 to 21.  
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3.29 There are occasional clear views into the northern part of the Site from the Ladies Walk 

footpath that funs along the length of the northern boundary of the Site. The footpath is 

bounded by trees and scrubby vegetation along its length, but there are occasional gaps 
in the vegetation which allow framed views into the Site. However, the entirely of the Site 

is not visible from these locations due to the rising ground associated with the central part 

of the Site, which restricts and contains views.         

3.30 In summary, there are no locations where the Site can be seen in its entirety, and the 

majority of views are set within the context of the existing surrounding development that 

forms the northern and eastern extents of Andover. The Site lies adjacent to settlement 

on the north and east and is bounded by a robust line of vegetation to the western and 

southern boundaries.   
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4.0 DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS AND LANDSCAPE STRATEGY 

4.1 Following the landscape and visual appraisal of the Site, the following Landscape and 

Visual Opportunities and Constraints for the development on the Site, as illustrated on 

Figure 6: Landscape and Visual Opportunities and Constraints Plan, have been 

identified:  

Site Opportunities and Constraints 

Opportunities 

4.2 Opportunities for development within the Site include: 

• The Site is not covered by any landscape designations; 

• The Site relates well to development on the southern edge of Andover and is 

contained to the north of the A303; 

• The Site relates well to adjacent parcels of recent residential development and 
allocated land on the south-eastern edge of Andover, within the boundary created 

by the A303; and 

• The established vegetation on the boundaries of the Site offers visual screening 
and a makes strong contribution to Green Infrastructure. 

Constraints 

4.3 Constraints to development within the Site include: 

• High voltage power cables traverse the Site, crossing it diagonally from the south-
west corner to the north-east corner;  

• Elevated land, within the north-eastern part of the Site, which forms part of an 
elevated ridge that runs along the southern edge of Andover; and 

• Proximity of the North Wessex Downs to the east.   
 

4.4 In considering the Landscape and Visual Opportunities and Constraints, it is considered 

that the Site provides the opportunity for residential development, located on the lower 

parts of the Site, reflecting the distribution of existing and proposed residential 

development on the eastern and south-eastern edge of Andover, at Picket Piece and Picket 

Twenty.  The most elevated parts of the Site should be retained free from development, 

to maintain the relationship with the settlement and surrounding landform, and to limit 
any potential visual impact, both in the surrounding landscape and from the North Wessex 

Downs AONB.   
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4.5 Development should be set within a Landscape Framework, based on the existing retained 

boundary vegetation, and supplemented and enhanced with reference to the guidance in 

the relevant landscape character assessment.  The elevated open space, retained existing 
vegetation, and landscape proposals for the Landscape Framework would provide 

comprehensive network Green Infrastructure; and would provide both a substantial 

recreation resource, linked with the Ladies Walk and associated recreation area to the 

north of the Site, and assist in assimilating both the existing and the proposed southern 

settlement edge of Andover in to the wider landscape.   

4.6 The Site would be contained within the significant element of the A303 that forms the 

southern extent to the settlement of Andover and would form a strong relationship to 

recent development and allocated land between the south-eastern and southern edge of 

the settlement and theA303.   

Response to Landscape Policy 

4.7 By focusing development on the lower sections of the Site, it would not detract from the 

visual amenity of the local area while respecting the character of neighbouring land which 

would enable it to comply with Policy E1: High Quality Design, of the Test Valley Borough 

Revised Local Plan.  The design considerations identified in Figure 6: Landscape and 

Visual Opportunities and Constraints Plan, would enable development to positively 

integrate into the landscape character of the area without affecting important local 

features, in line with Policy E2: Protect, Conserve and Enhance the Landscape Character 
of the Borough.  Additionally, the retention and enhancement of existing vegetation, 

supplemented with a comprehensive Landscape Framework, on the Site would comply with 

Policy E6: Green Infrastructure. 

4.8 The siting of development within the lower parts of the Site would also avoid causing any 

adverse effects upon the setting of the North Wessex Downs AONB when seen in views 

from within the AONB, looking to the south; in accordance with the Position Statement on 

Setting, which identifies that the best way of minimising adverse visual impacts on the 

setting of the AONB is through avoidance in the first place.   

Response to Landscape Character 

4.9 The Landscape Strategy for development of the Site would reflect the land management 

objectives set out within the Test Valley Community Landscape Project for LCA 10F: 

Andover Chalk Downland. 
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4.10 As such, development on the Site would incorporate new landscape features, appropriate 

to the landscape character, to help integrate the southern edge Andover into its 

surrounding landscape, while retaining the distinctiveness of the landscape by protecting 
the most prominent parts of the Site from development and any associated visual intrusion, 

in line with the objectives of the landscape strategy for the Andover Chalk Downland, 

which state the following:   

  “Landscape Distinctiveness: 

• P ro tec t  s i gn i f i can t  open  v i s tas  f rom  v isua l  i n t rus ion  
• P ro tec t  and enhance v iew s to  va lued loca l  landscape 

fea tu res… .”  

4.11 Any development would retain and enhance the vegetation that forms the boundaries to 

the Site, with new tree and hedgerow planting on the southern boundary to link with the 

existing hedgerow network.  Opportunities for woodland, hedgerow and tree planting 
would be identified within the development, in line with the landscape strategy for the 

Andover Chalk Downland, which identifies that: 

 “Hedgerows 

• Res tore los t  and  f ragm en ted  hedgerow s  on  form er  
hedgerow  l i nes  

• Seek  oppor tun i t ies  m i t i ga te im pac t  f rom  ex is t i ng  and  
fu tu re deve lopm en t  th rough  new  hedgerow  p lan t ing  

 Woodland and Trees 

• Seek  oppor tun i t ies  fo r  new  w ood land p lan t i ng  to  l i nk  
ex i s t ing  w ooded  areas  and  in tegra te  m odern  
deve lopm ent  i n to  the landscape 

• P rom ote good m anagem en t  o f  w ood lands”  

4.12 Additionally, development on the Site would respond to the characteristics of the Site itself 

and wider local landscape without compromising the integrity of the existing settlement 

pattern in that development of the Site would not extend built form beyond the extent of 

existing development on the southern edge of Andover where the A303 forms a strong 

defensible edge to the settlement; and would be located within the bounds of the A303 

and being framed by existing development at Picket Twenty and land allocated for 
development to the east and existing settlement to the west.  This, combined with the 

comprehensive Landscape Strategy, within which development would be set, would have 

regard for the Andover Chalk Downland, in the immediate vicinity of Andover and the Site, 

which states that: 
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 Urban Fringe 

• “Re in force the edge o f  Andover  th rough  carefu l  des ign  
and  appropr ia te landscape p lan t ing  

• Avo id  deter i o ra t i on  in  the  u rban  f r i nge  landscape 
a r i s i ng  f rom  poor  des ign  and in t rus i ve  deve lopm en t  

• I m prove  m anagem ent  o f  the  landscape a round  
se t t lem en ts… .”  

 “Built Developments 

• Developm en t  t o  respond  to  the l oca l  charac te r i s t i cs  o f  
the  landscape 

• Oppor tun i t ies  t o  be sough t  t o  res tore loca l  landscape  
fea tu res  and  crea te  a  s t ronger  landscape s t ruc tu re  
w i th in  the  set t lem en t  edge of  Andover  

• M ain ta in  the h i s to r i c  in t eg r i ty  o f  t he ex i s t ing  
se t t lem en t  pa t te rn… ”  
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5.0 SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 The Site is located is located on the southern edge of Andover, outwith but adjoining the 

settlement boundary of Andover, as illustrated on Figure 1: Site Context Plan.  The Site 

is set between the A3093 and recent Picket Twenty development to the immediate east; 

Micheldever Road to the immediate south-west; and residential development and 

associated open space to the immediate north.  It is located 300m to the north of the 
A303, and junction of the A303 and the A3093, the latter of which provides access to the 

Site.    

5.2 The area surrounding the Site is strongly influenced by the settlement of Andover and the 

network of roads that cross the Study Area, particularly the A303 and the A3093 

carriageways. The area comprises a mixture of residential and industrial land uses 

distributed within Andover and around; and includes the recent extension of Andover at 

Picket Twenty to the immediate east and south-east of the Site, and recent extension of 

Picket Piece to the north east, both within the Settlement Boundary of Andover; and 
Andover Down to the east, beyond the Settlement Boundary, as illustrated on Figure 1.  

Further residential development is identified through Allocation Site Areas at Picket Piece, 

and to the east of Picket Twenty, extending to Andover Down.   

5.3 The North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty is located to the north of 

Andover, some 735m and 500m from the northern and eastern settlement boundary of 

Andover, respectively. However, the existing development at Andover provides a 

significant amount of physical and visual separation between the Site and the AONB, and 

there is no strong physical or visual relationship between the two.  Therefore, it is unlikely 

that the Site makes a significant contribution to the setting of the AONB, given the existing 
separation between the two.             

5.4 To the south of Andover, beyond the A303, the landscape is more rural and open, with 

scattered farms and small settlements located amongst large scale agricultural fields. The 

large scale solar farm at Cowdown Farm has a strong influence over this part of the 

immediate study area, beyond which the landscape is largely formed by the large woodland 

area of the Harewood Forest. The linear settlement at Goodworth Clatford is one of several 

small villages that lie within this setting. 

5.5 With regard to policy context, the Key Diagram for Test Valley Borough, as illustrated on 
Page 38, identifies the general strategy for growth at Andover, with housing proposed on 

the north-eastern and eastern edge of the settlement and with ‘Gaps’ identified to the 

north, between the settlement and the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty, and to the west and south-west.    
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5.6 With regard to development, policy looks to ensure high quality design; the protection, 

conservation and enhancement of the Landscape Character of the Borough; and the 

protection, conservation and enhancement of Green Infrastructure network of the 
Borough.    

5.7 The Site, at the broadest levels is located within the Hampshire Downs, and within Andover 

Open Downs, as defined at a National and County level respectively.  Test Valley 

Community Landscape Project identifies that the Site lies within the Landscape Character 

Type (LCT) 10: Open Chalklands; and within Landscape Character Area (LCA) 10F: Andover 

Chalk Downland, which is defined by the urban edge of Andover and extent of Harewood 

Forest, and forms part of the wider Open Chalklands.  The Andover Chalk Down LCA 

features open areas of arable land separated by areas of settlement, infrastructure and 

large farms which creates a fragmented character area of Downland. The aim of the Test 
Valley Community Landscape Project “has been to provide a clear framework to guide the 
future development and management of the borough landscape in order to ensure that 
the distinctive character of the borough is retained and change is accommodated in a 
positive way to the benefit of the people who live and work in the borough, the ecological 
and historical value of the borough, and the overall condition of the landscape”.    

5.8 The overall Landscape Strategy for the Andover Chalk Downland is to enhance and re-

create a landscape structure of small woods and hedgerows; and create new appropriate 

landscape features to contain and integrate Andover into its landscape.  This includes 
management objectives to seek opportunities to mitigate impact from existing and future 

development through new hedgerow planting; seek opportunities for new woodland 

planting to link existing wooded areas and integrate modern development into the 

landscape; reinforce the edge of Andover by careful design and appropriate landscape 

planting; improve the management of the landscape around settlements; and seek 

opportunities to restore local landscape features and create a stronger landscape structure 

within the edge of Andover. 

5.9 However, the Site relates strongly to, and is set within, the settlement edge of Andover.  
The existing settlement of Andover, as defined by the settlement boundary, extends from 

some 55m just north of the Site, to the west and south-west, to adjoin the A303 in the 

further west.  The Site adjoins the settlement boundary on its eastern boundary, with 

recently constructed residential development, residential development under construction, 

and land with planning consent for further residential development, all at Picket Twenty 

and within the settlement boundary, extending south along the A3093 to the junction with 

the A303; with Allocation Site Areas for residential development located to the further 

east.  The existing settlement to the west and the planned settlement to the east extend 
further south than the Site, with the Site being located within a parcel of land between 
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residential development to the east of the A3093 and west of the A3057, north of the 

A303. 

5.10 Visibility into the Site is largely restricted to immediate close range views from the south 
and north, with glimpsed and partial views available from the east and west. The 

combination of local undulations in the topography and the layers of intervening vegetation 

and built form that surround the Site, mean that the entirety of the Site is never seen from 

any publicly accessible location.   

5.11 From the countryside to the south of the A303, there are limited locations where the Site 

is visible due to the rolling landscape and the layers of vegetation obscuring views, with 

the exception of from the elevated location at Cowdown Lane.  

5.12 Views from the east are also largely restricted due to the combination of undulating 

topography and dense linear hedgerows and shelter belts that obscure and contain views. 
The extensive wooded area of the Harewood Forest blankets the landscape to the south 

east and east of Andover, and effectively restricts views from these locations due to the 

high density of tree cover. Where glimpsed views are available, the development at Picket 

Twenty is seen in the foreground of the view and characterises the context of the settled 

edge of Andover, typically represented by Site Context Photograph 16.     

5.13 Form the north east, within the North Wessex Downs AONB, views are generally available 

from the Finkley Road which forms the southern boundary of the AONB designation. The 

existing vegetation that surrounds the Site and the layers of vegetation in the landscape 
combined with the undulating topography and extent of existing development at the 

eastern extents of Andover, restrict clear views of the Site. Where glimpses of the Site are 

available, it is seen in the context of the surrounding settlement, and the wooded backdrop 

remains consistent.  

5.14 In summary, there are no locations where the Site can be seen in its entirety, and the 

majority of views are set within the context of the existing surrounding development that 

forms the northern and eastern extents of Andover. The Site lies adjacent to settlement 

on the north and east and is bounded by a robust line of vegetation to the western and 
southern boundaries.   

5.15 In considering the Landscape and Visual Opportunities and Constraints, and the relevant 

Policy Context and Landscape Character Area guidance, it is considered that the Site 

provides the opportunity for residential development, located on the lower parts of the 

Site, reflecting the distribution of existing and proposed residential development on the 

eastern and south-eastern edge of Andover, at Picket Piece and Picket Twenty.  The most 

elevated parts of the Site should be retained free from development, to maintain the 
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relationship with the settlement and surrounding landform, and to limit any potential visual 

impact, both in the surrounding landscape and from the North Wessex Downs AONB.   

5.16 Development would be set within a Landscape Framework, based on the existing retained 
boundary vegetation, and supplemented and enhanced with reference to the guidance in 

the relevant landscape character assessments.  The elevated open space, retained existing 

vegetation, and landscape proposals for the Landscape Framework would provide 

comprehensive network Green Infrastructure; and would provide both a substantial 

recreation resource, linked with the Ladies Walk and associated recreation area to the 

north of the Site, and assist in assimilating both the existing and the proposed southern 

settlement edge of Andover in to the wider landscape.   

5.17 The Site would be contained within the significant element of the A303 that forms the 

southern extent to the settlement of Andover and would form a strong relationship to 
recent development and allocated land between the south-eastern and southern edge of 

the settlement and the A303, without extending built form beyond the extent of existing 

development on the southern edge of Andover where the A303 forms a strong defensible 

edge to the settlement; and would provide the opportunity to enhance the existing 

settlement edge of Andover, through careful design, appropriate landscape planting, 

avoiding intrusive development, and creating a stronger landscape structure within the 

settlement edge of Andover, and accord with the overall aims of the Test Valley Community 

Landscape Project. 
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1 Background 

1.1.1 This report has been prepared on behalf of Gallagher Estates Ltd to assess the feasibility of 

providing access to the Bere Hill Development Area off A3093 in Andover. 

 

1.1.2 The terms of refence have been agreed with the client and the work is to focus on providing 

advice on whether access can be taken directly from the A3093, in a location to be 

determined, north of the existing Picket Twenty roundabout. 

 

1.1.3 TPHS representatives met the client on 15th December 2017 to walk over site and to assess 

the immediate area of the road frontage to consider the issues that may arise from the siting 

of an access. 

 

1.1.4 The site is located off A3093 to the south east of Andover town centre. The A3093 forms the 

main link into the southern part of the town centre from the A303. 

 

1.1.5 This report identifies the feasibility of providing access into the site as well as background 

assessment of the flows and committed developments in the local area which may affect 

traffic flows on the A3093 in the future. 

 

1.1.6 A plan showing the location of the Bere Hill site is provided in Appendix A.  

Report Considerations  

 

1.1.7 The scope of the work that has been undertaken can be differentiated into key areas and 

topics. These comprise investigations on previous work undertaken on the site, assessment of 

the adjacent Picket Twenty planning permissions, investigation of committed developments 

in the area and consideration of design parameters and testing of a new access. 

 

1.1.8 TPHS have commissioned new peak period traffic surveys on the A3093 at the existing 

roundabout junction access into Picket Twenty, in addition to a speed survey in the general 

area of the potential new access and an assessment of the recent accident history on this 

immediate stretch of the A3093. 

 

1.1.9 The feasibility of access has considered the design of a new junction and siting of the access 

in addition to undertaking capacity assessments using DFT approved junction software. 

 

1.1.10 The work undertaken and the results of the assessment are contained in the following sections 

of this report. 

2 Background Assessment of Picket Twenty and Extant Permissions 

2.1.1 Picket Twenty is the neighbouring development adjacent to the Bere Hill site and is currently 

being built out, the planning application history and submitted transport information for this 

site has been reviewed. 
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2.1.2 The previous work on the Picket Twenty development gives the background and parameters 

that are likely to be sought for a planning application for the Bere Hill site in the future. This 

would provide an appropriate and robust steer on the background flows and committed 

developments that would need to be taken into consideration for assessment purposes. 

 

2.1.3 The Picket twenty development was granted permission for a core development of 1200 units, 

dwellings in around 2008. Subsequently this development is being built out. 

 

2.1.4 The site was granted a further planning permission for 500 further Dwellings and the decision 

notice was issued in January 2018, taking the total permitted development to 1,700 Dwellings 

on the site. 

 

2.1.5 As part of the original permission for Picket Twenty, an access roundabout off the A3093 was 

constructed with an Inscribed Circular Diameter (ICD) of approximately 60m, as a four-arm 

roundabout with one arm providing the main access into Picket Twenty and a further arm 

provided as a stub end to provide for potential future development to the western side of the 

A3093. 

 

2.1.6 A Secondary access point was also permitted for Picket Twenty to the North of the site off 

B3400 London Road.  

2.1.7 As part of the he most recent permission, a TA was submitted in late2016 with the application, 

which was prepared by PFA on behalf of the developer. The report identified the following 

developments which were agreed as being future developments that should be included 

within the assessment: - 

 

 Picket Twenty – the residual balance of 1200 Dwellings (655 at that time (2016)) 

 Picket Piece – 800 Dwelling 

 The Rice Land – 200 Dwellings 

 Harewood Farm – 180 Dwelling 

 East Anton Development – residual balance of 1542 (out of 2500) 

 East Anton Secondary School site – 350 Dwellings 

 

Total committed additional development 3,727 Dwellings to end of 2029 Local Plan 

Period over and above that built out by the time of the TA in 2016. 

2.1.8 Within the TA it was argued that the above developments represent the total residential 

growth factors in the immediate area for the local plan period and no additional factors should 

be included. 
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2.1.9 In terms of how this represents future growth for identified time horizons, WS Atkins on behalf 

of the Highway Authority, in their response to the application, questioned the years of the 

growth. Nevertheless, it was agreed that the total growth represented in the committed 

developments identified above could be utilised to represent the end of the local plan period. 

Thus, the traffic flows produced in the TA are representative of flows to the end of 2029 Local 

Plan period. 

Capacity Assessment provided on the Picket Twenty Roundabout for the 2016 TA 

 

2.1.10 Within the TA for the additional 500 dwellings at Picket Twenty, the transport consultants 

provided the highway authority with a series of capacity assessments to justify the 

development. 

 

2.1.11 The parameters of the Picket Twenty / A3093 roundabout were agreed with the highway 

authority consultants and was modelled using the computer program ARCADY for the AM and 

PM peak period with committed developments (representing the end of the 2029 Local plan 

Period). 

 

2.1.12 The results of the ARCADY capacity assessment from the PFA TA are included at Appendix B 

to this Report. These results show that the existing roundabout access junction, modelled as 

a three-arm junction with no flows through the fourth arm, peaked at an RFC of 0.87 in the 

PM peak hour on the Southbound approach to the junction.  

 

2.1.13 The queue represented seven vehicles. Thus, the results show that the junction operates 

within theoretical capacity. 

3 Traffic Flows and Surveys 

3.1.1 As identified in the introduction to this note, to ensure a robust assessment of the current 

highway network, a series of traffic and speed surveys have been commissioned. 

 

3.1.2 K and M Traffic Surveys, a specialist sub-contractor, were commissioned to undertake peak 

period (07.00 – 10.00 and 15.00 – 19.00) manual classified traffic counts at the existing Picket 

Twenty / A3093 roundabout junction on Thursday 11th January 2018. The enumerators also 

recorded queue lengths on the approach arms to the junction. 

 

3.1.3 Additionally, K and M carried out a speed survey using a radar gun in each direction along 

A3093 near the likely access position of a new junction off A3093. The survey was taken from 

the footbridge across the A3093 and aimed in a southerly direction. 

 

3.1.4 The results of the traffic surveys identified the AM and PM peak periods of traffic flow on the 

local highway network as being 07.30 – 08.30 and 16.45 – 17.45, although for consistency of 

assessment and comparison with the PFA work on Picket Twenty the peak periods of 

assessment have been taken as 08.00 – 09.00 and 17.00 – 18.00. These 2018 peak period 

traffic flows are reproduced on Figure 1. 
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3.1.5 The speed survey identified the 85th percentile dry weather speeds on the A3093 as being 52 

mph in each direction and the corresponding wet weather speeds to be 49.5 mph in each 

direction, which accords with the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) to a Sight 

Stopping Distance (SSD) of 160m. This is below the 215m SSD for a road of traffic speed of 60 

mph. 

Committed Development 

 

3.1.6 To ensure a robust and as accurate and assessment as possible at this feasibility stage, the 

committed development flows as identified in Section 2 of this report need assessment to 

ensure accuracy of what has been built out and occupied up to the time of the traffic survey. 

 

3.1.7 Recently occupied dwellings that have been identified in the committed development flows 

earlier in the report would be double counted if merely added onto the 2018 traffic flows. 

 

3.1.8 Test Valley Borough Council publish periodically a resident newsletter, which provides 

updates on the levels of build out and occupation of various developments including some of 

the committed developments identified earlier in this report. 

Picket Twenty 

 

3.1.9 The latest newsletter available for the Picket Twenty development (from November 2017) 

identified that some 1031 dwellings we occupied at the time the newsletter was published. 

 

3.1.10 It may be the case more were occupied by the time the surveys were undertaken in January 

2018, but the figure of 1031 will be used to assess impact of the new junction, to ensure a 

robust. 

 

3.1.11 Thus, for Picket Twenty there would be an aggregate of 669 dwellings to be accounted for 

within the future flows assessment to be added to the 2018 surveyed flows. 

Picket Piece 

 

3.1.12 The latest newsletter to be published that is available for the Picket Piece development is the 

Picket Piece resident newsletter 4 which dates to July 2017, where 358 dwellings were 

indicated as being occupied. 

 

3.1.13 Whilst this situation may have changed and more dwellings may have been completed and 

occupied since this time to ensure a robust assessment the figure of 442 additional dwellings 

to still be occupied has been utilised and added to the 2018 surveyed flows. 

The Rice Land 

 

3.1.14 There appears to be no up to date information available regarding this development so all 200 

dwellings have been assumed still to be occupied and the future traffic associated with this 

development will be added to the 2018 surveyed traffic flows. 
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Harewood Farm 

 

3.1.15 As with the Rice Land, there appears to be no information available regarding this 

development so all 180 dwellings have been assumed still to be occupied and the traffic 

associated with this development will be added to the 2018 surveyed traffic flows. 

Land at East Anton – (now referred to as Augusta Park) 

 

3.1.16 The latest information on the Test Valley website for this development is from December 

2016. At that time, it was indicated that 1381 dwellings were occupied out of a total of 2500.  

 

3.1.17 It would be reasonable to assume that between December 2016 and the most recent surveys 

in 2018, that a further level of dwellings could have been occupied. 

 

3.1.18 To ensure fairness the Test Valley Borough Council website suggests that development in this 

area typically adds 180 dwellings per year build out per site. It has been assumed that an 

additional 180 dwellings have been added to the 1381 recorded as being occupied at the time 

of the surveys in 2018. A total occupation of Augusta Park of 1561, leaving a residual 939 

dwellings to beaded to the 2018 surveyed traffic flows. 

East Anton Secondary School 

 

3.1.19 No information would seem to be available regarding this development and to ensure a robust 

assessment all the net trips associated with residential dwellings as identified in the FRA TA, 

have been assumed to be still to be constructed and the traffic associated with this 

development will be added to the 2018 surveyed flows. 

Changes to Traffic Flows with 2018 Surveys 

 

3.1.20 The traffic generation figures from the PFA TA have been used as a base from which to 

generate traffic flows for the highway network for the future scenario.  

 

3.1.21 The net changes in the level of development that need to be assessed in terms of traffic 

flows are summarised in Table 1 below. The traffic flows pro rated for the table below from 

the PFA work have been added to the 2018 surveyed flows in Figure 1 to produce the 

updated baseline traffic flows for future scenarios as presented in Figure 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 
 

Development Number of Dwellings 
added 

Picket Twenty 669 

Picket Piece 442 

The Rice Land 200 

Harewood Farm 180 

Land at East Anton (Augusta Park) 939 

East Anton Secondary School 350 

Total Additional Dwellings 2780 

Table 1 – Committed Future Growth for Development as at 2018 

Bere Hill Development Traffic Flows 

 

3.1.22 The trip rates for the Bere Hill development have been derived from the latest agreed trip 

rates for the Picket Twenty extension, that received its notice of consent in January 2018. 

 

3.1.23 These trip rates for the latest Picket Twenty application are reproduced in Table 2 below: - 

 

 AM Peak Period PM Peak Period 

Arr Dep Total Arr Dep Total 

Trip Rate per dwelling 0.169 0.412 0.588 0.419 0.246 0.658 

Total Trips (500 dwellings) 85 206 291 210 123 333 

Table 2 – Trips Rates for Development (From Picket Twenty recent permission) 

 

3.1.24 The above represents quite a high trip rate for residential dwellings and it may be that as part 

of any Transport Assessment produced for the development that a fuller trips assessment is 

undertaken considering TRICS and updated information to try to reduce the level of trips 

generated by the development. 

 

3.1.25 However, for feasibility purposes it is considered a robust assessment for the evaluation of 

access to and from the development site. 

 

3.1.26 The trips in Table 2 have been added to the future years flows derived from the residual 

developments that are yet to be constructed as shown in Figure 2 to produce the “with Bere 

Hill development” series of AM and PM peak flows which is included at Figure 3. 
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3.1.27 Figure 3 will be the traffic flows that have been used in the capacity assessments and for 

design purposes in the following Section of this report. 

4 Access Design Considerations 

4.1.1 As part of the site visit, the local highway network was assessed including the local junctions 

and potential constraints. From an initial assessment the type of access that is likely to provide 

optimum access to the site, whilst keeping the context of the A3093 would be a roundabout. 

 

4.1.2 Previous assessment of this site considered a compact roundabout of between 28 – 32m ICD 

as capable of providing access. However, given the national speed limit of the wide single 

carriageway road, the through traffic flows and the fact that a previous development (Picket 

twenty) provided a larger roundabout, it is believed the highway authority would wish for a 

better arrangement than a small compact roundabout in this location. 

 

4.1.3 Consideration has also been given to the position of the access, being best suited, it is 

believed, to take access where the site is at grade with the road. This would minimised cut 

and fill and the overall gradient of the access. 

Design  

 

4.1.4 DMRB Volume 6 considers the design of roundabouts. Section 2 Part 3, within the TD 16/07 – 

Geometric Design of Roundabouts. This document was consulted to assess the basic 

parameters that could afford an access roundabout in this location. Parameters to take into 

consideration include Sight Stopping Distance (SSD), existing road geometry, traffic flows and 

speeds and the proximity to other junctions. 

 

4.1.5 The TD notes at paragraph 4.8 that:  

 

Where several roundabouts are to be installed on the same route, they should be of similar 

design in the interests of route consistency and hence safety, to the extent that this is possible 

with the traffic volumes concerned 

 

4.1.6 Thus, the previous conclusion that a compact roundabout would not be the “most optimum” 

fit for this location can be justified. 

 

4.1.7 It is also the conclusion, based on the capacity assessment of the future Picket Twenty 

roundabout as provided in Appendix A, that a left in left out junction would add significant u 

turning traffic movements to this junction and the Twining’s roundabout further north which 

may have a detrimental effect on capacity at these junctions. 

 

4.1.8 Given that the ARCADY results for the Picket Twenty junction presented by PFA indicate it 

operates at 0.87 RFC, then significant additional U turning traffic may affect these results 

negatively and cause additional adverse queuing. 
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4.1.9 The design of roundabout has tried to maximise SSD for both the main road approaches and 

has tried to accomplish minimum level differences into the site to manage cut and fill. 

 

4.1.10 It is acknowledged that being sited on the crest of the gradient is not ideal, but as the DMRB 

states: 

 

Roundabouts should preferably be sited on level ground or in sags rather than at or near 

crests because it is difficult for drivers to appreciate the layout when approaching on an up 

gradient. However, there is no evidence that roundabouts on crests are intrinsically unsafe if 

correctly signed and where the visibility standards have been provided on the approach to 

the give way line. Roundabouts should not be sited at the bottom of or on long descents. 

 

4.1.11 The location of the access is considered optimum for this site and SSD and visibility standards 

can be met. The indicative roundabout sketch design and location is shown in Appendix C of 

this report. 

 

4.1.12 The choice of size of roundabout is dictated by the approach lane widths and traffic flows 

through the junction. There is a requirement to provide two lanes for through traffic as a result 

of the high throughput. 

 

4.1.13 As the capacity analysis suggests a single lane with flare will have capacity issues over the two-

lane entry and exit. Through investigation of the Picket Twenty design and the Twining’s 

roundabout these have similar characteristics in that two lanes into one on exit on some of 

these arms is present. 

 

4.1.14 Indeed, in situations where there are high levels of flow through larger roundabouts it is good 

practice to provide double lane tapering exits to manage this throughput. 

 

4.1.15 It may be through future design and assessment iterations that the exact location for the 

roundabout and its design could be tweaked. However, for the purposes of this report we 

have considered it necessary to include the design in its current sketch form. 

Accident Analysis 

 

4.1.16 The last 5 years of accident records to the end of 31/10/2017 were obtained and assessed for 

the stretch of highway between Picket Twenty and Twining’s roundabouts. 

 

4.1.17 Over the five-year period there were six accidents reported, with five of these being slight in 

nature and occurred at the Twining’s roundabout. One serious accident was reported in the 

five years, which occurred on the A3093 north of the Picket Twenty roundabout. 

 

4.1.18 The description of this accident indicates that a vehicle was travelling north from Picket 

Twenty roundabout and crossed the centre line then collided with a goods vehicle travelling 

southbound. The vehicle then collided with a van in front of it. This crash occurred for reasons 

unknown but was attributed to aggressive driving. 
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4.1.19 The assessment of the accident analysis indicates that the stretch of road is not the causes of 

significant accidents or patterns. What can be inferred is that the Picket Twenty roundabout 

since its construction does not appear to have led to any additional accidents in this location. 

Capacity Analysis 

 

4.1.20 In terms of the capacity, the new roundabout junction has been assessed using ARCADY. 

 

4.1.21 The flows that have been utilised include all future growth plus development trips as shown 

in Figure 3. 

 

4.1.22 Table 3 below identifies a summary of the results of the ARCADY assessment for the AM and 

PM peak scenario for the new roundabout junction. 

 

Arm 

AM Peak 
(08.00 – 09.00) 

PM Peak 
(17.00 – 18.00) 

RFC Max Queue RFC Max Queue 

A3093 from South 0.87 6.2 0.87 6.4 

Bere Hill Development 0.41 0.7 0.22 0.3 

A3093 from North 0.74 2.8 0.7 2.3 

Table 3 – Bere Hill New Access Roundabout Capacity Assessment 

4.1.23 The table below indicates that the new roundabout junction into the Bere Hill site operates 

within theoretical capacity, with future year committed development flows added, with no 

significant adverse queuing demonstrated in either of the peak periods. 

 

4.1.24 For robustness, the Picket Twenty roundabout junction (as a three-arm junction) has also been 

assessed for the future flows including development. This is since the throughput from and to 

the new roundabout junction access to Bere Hill will put additional traffic through Picket 

Twenty Roundabout. 

 

4.1.25 The ARCADY parameters from the PFA TA have been utilised and input into the ARCADY model 

with development flows as shown on Figure 3. A summary of the results of the ARCADY output 

is presented in Table 4 below: - 
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Arm 

AM Peak 
(08.00 – 09.00) 

PM Peak 
(17.00 – 18.00) 

RFC Max Queue RFC Max Queue 

A3093 from South 0.69 2.2 0.8 4 

A3093 from North 0.88 6.9 0.86 5.6 

Picket Twenty 
Development 

0.88 6.1 0.39 0.6 

Table 4 – Picket Twenty Roundabout Capacity Assessment with Bere Hill Development Flows 

4.1.26 From the table above is it clear that the new roundabout junction and flows associated with 

Bere Hill development will not have a significant detrimental effect on the operation of the 

Picket twenty roundabout in the future year.  

5 Conclusions 

5.1.1 This report has considered the potential to provide a new access junction into the Bere Hill 

development directly off A3093 in Andover to access circa 500 residential dwellings. 

 

5.1.2 The assessment has considered the future committed development flows associated with 

several developments that have been granted planning permission in the recent past. 

 

5.1.3 Details of the committed development flows and trip rates for the recently granted permission 

at Picket Twenty have formed the basis of trip generation figures. 

 

5.1.4 The type of junction has been assessed based on the existing road layout and junctions that 

have already been sited on the A3093. 

 

5.1.5 Up to date traffic and speed surveys as well as the most recent five years of accident statistics 

have been gathered to assess the feasibility of access. 

 

5.1.6 A full roundabout junction has been assessed as viable based on the parameters assessed. 

Capacity assessments of the new junction and the throughput of development flows at Picket 

Twenty have shown that both junctions could operate within theoretical capacity with no 

adverse queueing in the future scenario. 

 

5.1.7 The future assessment of the access may be finessed as part of any Transport Assessment 

work that may accompany a planning application on the Bere Hill site and any changes to 

traffic flows and or parameters such as trip generation may have an effect on the design that 

has been shown as part of this report. 
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5.1.8 Emergency access into the development would it is envisaged be provided either from 

Micheldever Road or via a separate point on the A3093.  

 

5.1.9 The sketch drawings produced should they be taken forward would need to undergo a 

thorough process of further investigation such as being subject to Road Safety Audit and 

compliance checks to ensure the design is acceptable and compatible with the highway 

authority and other reviewing bodies. 
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